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become acquainted with their eclesiastical polity, their habits and 
their crimes, I feel that I would not be discharging my duty, if I 
failed to impart such information as I have acquired, in regard to this 
people in our midst who are building up, consolidating and daringly — 
carrying out a system, subversive n and b 
fatal to morals and true religion. 

The remoteness of Utah from the: settled 
and the absence of any general intercourse between the Mormons and 
the masses of our people have served to keep the latter in almost com- 
plete ignorance of the character and designs of the former. That 
ignorance, pardonable at first, becomes criminal ene 
a full knowledge are open to us. . 

the agpin' which we five 
It seems to have been left for the model repubiic of the world, for the 
nineteenth ‘century, when the light of knowledge is more generally 
diffased than ever before, when in art, science and philosophy, we have 
surpassed all that ages of the past can show, to produce an idle, worth- 
leas vagabond of an impostor, who heralds forth acreed repulsive toevery 
refined mind, opposed to every generous impulse of the human heart, 
and a faith which commands a violation of the rights of hospitality; 
sanctifies falsehood ; enforces the systematic degredation of woman; 
not only permits, but orders, the commission of the vilest lusts, in the 
name of the Almighty God himself, and teaches: that it is a sacred 
duty to commit the crimes of theft and murder. It is surprising that 
such faith taught, too, in the coarsest and most vulgar way, should 
‘meet with any success. Yet, in less than a third of a century, it girdles | 
the globe. Its Missionaries are planted in every place. You find 
them all over Europe, thick through England and Wales, traversing 
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Asia and Africa, and braving the billows of the southern oceans to seek 
proselytes. And, as if to crown its achievements, it establishes itself 
in the heart of one of the greatest and most powerful governments of 
the world; establishes therein a theocratic government overriding all 
other government; putting the laws at defiance, and now seeks to 
consummate and perpetuate itself by acquiring a state sovereignty and 
by being placed on an equality with the other States of the Union. 
~ Mormonism is in part a conglomeration of illy cemented creeds from 
other religions and in part founded upon the excentric production of 
one, Spaulding, who, having failed as a preacher and shopkeeper, 
undertook to write a historical novel. He had a smattering of Bibli- 
cal knowledge, and chose, for his subject, “the history of the lost tribes 
of Israel. The whole was supposed to be communicated by the 
Indians, and the last of the series was named, Mormon, representing 
that he had buried the book. It was a dull, tedious, interminable 
volume, marked by ignorance and folly. The work was so flat, stupid 
and insipid that no publisher could be induced to bring it before the 
world. Poor Spaulding at length went to his grave, and the manu- 
script remained a neglected roll in the possession of his widow. 

Then arose Joe Smith, moreready to live by his wits than the labor 
of his hands. Smith had, early in life, manifested a turn for pious 
frunds. He had figured in several wrestling matches with the devil, 
and had been conspicuous in giving in eventful experiences in religion 
at oertain revivals. He announced that he had dug up the book of 
Mormon which taught the true religion; this was none other than 
poor Spauldings manuscript which he had purloined from the widow. 
In his hands, the manuscript become the basis of Mormonism. Joe 
became a prophet; the founder of a religious seot; the president of 
a swindling bank; the builder of the city of Nauvoo; Mayor of the 
city ; General of the armies of Israel; candidate for President of the 
United States, and, finally, a Martyr, as the saints choose to call him, 
But the truth is that his villainies, together with the villainies of his 
followers, brought down upon him the just vengeance’of the people 
of Illinois and Missouri, and his career was brought to an end by his 
being shot while confined in jail, in Carthage. It was unforta- 
nate that such was his end, for his followers raised the old ery of 
Martyrdom and persecution, and, as has always proved, “the blood of 
the martyr was the seed of the church.“ 

.Mormonism repudiates the celibacy imposed by the Catholic reli 
gion upon its priesthood, and takes in its stead the voluptuous impo- 
sitions of the Mahomedan church. It preaches openly that the more 
wives and children its men have in this world, the purer, more influ- . 
ential, and conspicuous will they be in the next; ¢hat wives, children, 
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and property will not only be restored, but doubled in the resurrec- 
tion, It adopts the use of prayers for the dead and baptism as a part 
of its creed. Mormons claim to be favored with marvelous gifts—the 
power of speaking in tongues, of casting out devils, of curing the sick, 
and of healing the lame and the halt—they claim that they have a 
living prophet, seer, and revelator who holds the keys of the kingdom 
of Heaven, and through whose intercession alone access can be had. 
They recognise the Bible, but they interpret it for themselves, and 
hold that it is subject to be changed by new revelation, which (they 
say) supersedes old revelation. One of their doctrines is that of con- 
tinued progression to ultimate perfection. They say God was but a 
man, who went on developing and increasing until he reached his 
present high capacity; and they teach that Mormons will be equal to 

him—in a word, that good Mormons will become Gods. They teach 
the shedding of blood for the remission of sins, or, in other words, that 
if a Mormon apostatizes, his throat shall be cut, and his blood poured 
out upon the ground for the remission of his sin. They also practice 
other revolting doctrines, such as are only carried out in polygamous 
countries, which is evidenced by a number of mutilated persons in 
their midst. They hold that the prophet’s revelations are binding 
upon their consciences, and that they are bound to obey him in all 
things. They say that the earth and the fullness thereof is the Lord’s ; 
that they are God’s chosen people on ‘earth; that their mission on 
, earth is to take charge of God's property, and, as faithful stewards, 
that it is their duty to obtain it, and are taught that, in obtaining it, 
they must not get in debt to the Lord’s enemies ‘for it: in other 

words, they teach that it is a duty to rob and steal from Gentiles. 

They have christened themselves “The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints.” They claim that Mormonism is to go on spread- 
ing until it overthrows all the nations of the earth, and, if necessary — 
for its accomplishment, its success shall be consummated by the sword; 
that Jackson county, Missouri, is to be the seat of empire of the Mor- 
mon Church; that hence the Mormons are to be finally gathered, and 
that from that Zion shall proceed a power that will dethrone kings, 
subvert dynasties, and subjugate all the nations of the earth. 

I have said that their doctrines were repulsive to every refined 
mind. Every other ‘false faith which has reigned its evil time upon 
this goodly world of ours has had some kindly and redeeming features. 
Even the semi-theocracy of the Aztecs, as Prescott tells you, disfigured 
as it was by horrid and bloody rites, was not without them. Buddh- 
ism and Brahmanism, with all their misshapen fable, still inculcated, in 
no small degree, a pure code of morals, Nor is the like assertion un- 
true of Mahomedanism. It was reserved for Mormonism, far. off in 
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the bosom of our beloved land, to rear its head, naked in all its hideous 
deformity, and unblushingly, yes, defiantly, proclaim a creed without 
the least redeeming feature, and of such character that the Thugism 
of India cannot match it. 

So at variance is the practice of Polygamy with all the instincts of 
humanity, that it has to be pressed upon the people with the greatest 
_ assiduity as a part of their religious duty. It is astonishing with what 
pertinacity through all their Sermons and Discourses” it is justified 
and insisted on. Threats, entreaties, persuasions, and commands, are 
continually brought in play to enforce its cheerful observance. So 
revolting is it to the women, that to aid in its enforcement they are 


brutalized, their modesty destroyed by coarse, low, vile, vulgar expres- 


sions, such as I could not repeat, and would not ask the clerk to read 
in your hearing. If, however, my conjugal friend, the delegate from 
Utah will undertake such task, I will most cheerfully furnish them for 
him; certainly he ought not to hesitate. If they are proper to be 
repeated before large congregations of women and children in Salt 
Lake city, the representative of the church ought not to be abashed at 
reading them to this house. Will the delegate from Utah read them 


CONDITION OF THE WOMEN, 


But their teachings, officially reported by themselves, give you a 


better idea of their estimation of woman than anything I could say. 
I shall read to you from a few of their sermons on this subject, only 


observing that you may pick other passages inculcating similar doc- 
trines, containing like threats, rebukes and complaints, in nearly every 
sermon published in the church organ. 

President J. M. Grant, in a sermon delivered Sept. 21st, 1856, 
reported in the Deseret News, vol. 6, page 235, said : 


And we have women here who like anything but the celestial law of God; 
and if they could, would break asunder the cable of the Church of Christ: 
there is scarcely a Mother in Israel but would do it this day. And they talk 
it to their husbands, to their daughters, and to their neighbors, and say that 
they have not seen a week’s happiness since they became acquainted with that 
law, or since their husband took a second wife. They want to break up the 
Church of God, and to break it from — from 22 — 
connections.” 


President BrigHam Youre, in a sermon delivered the same day, 


reported in the same paper, said : 


Now for my proposition; it is more particularly for my sisters, as it is 
frequently happening that women say that they are unhappy. Men will say, 
‘My wife, though a most excellent woman, has not seen a happy day since I 
took my second wife; ‘No not a happy day for a year,’ says one; and another 
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has not seen a happy day for five years. It is said that women are tied down 
and abused; that they are misused and have not the liberty they ought to 
have; that many of them are wading through a perfect flood of tears, because 
of the conduct of some men, together with their own folly. 

“T wish my women to understand that what I am going to say is for them, 
as well as all others, and I want those who are here to tell their sisters, yes, 
all the women of this community, and then write it baek to the States, and do 
as you please with it. I am going to give you from this time until the 6th day 
of October next for reflection, that you may determine whether you wish to 
stay with your husbands or not, and then Iam going to set every woman at 
liberty and say to them: Now go your way, my women with the rest, go your 
way. And my wives have got to do one of two things; either round up their 
shoulders to endure the afflictions of this world and live their religion, or they 
may leave, for I will not have them about me. I will go into heaven alone, 
rather than have scratching and fighting around me. I will set all at liberty. 
What, first wife too“ Yes, I will liberate you all 

I know what my women will say; they will say, ‘You can have as many 
women as you please, Brigham.’ But I want to go somewhere and do some- 
thing to get rid of the whiners; I do not want them to e a part of the 
a and spurn the rest out of doors.” 


” whee every man thus treat his wives, kéeping raiment enough to clothe his 
body; and say to your wives, take all that I have and be set at liberty; but 
if you stay with me you shall comply with the law of God, and that too with- 
out any murmuring and whining. You must fulfill the law of God, in every 
respect, and round up your showlders to walk up to the mark without any 
grunting.’ ‘ 

Now recollect, that two weeks from to-morrow I am going to set you all 
at liberty. But the first wife will say, ‘It is hard, for I have lived with my 
husband twenty years or thirty, and have raised a family of children for him, 
and it is a great trial to me for him to have more women; then I say it is time 
that you gave him up to other women who will bear children. If my wife had 
borne me all the children that she ever would bear, the celestial law would 
teach me to take young women tbat would have children. 


* * * * * * * * 
„Sisters, I am not joking ; Ido not throw out my proposition to banter our 
feelings, to see whether you will leave your husbands, all or any of you. But 
I do know that there is no cessation to the everlasting whinings of many of 
the women in this territory. And if the women will turn from the command- 
ments of God and continue to despise the order of heaven, I will pray that the 
curse of the Almighty may be close to their heels, and that it may be following 
them all the day long. And those that enter into it and are faithful, I will 
promise them that they shall be queens in heaven, and rulers to all eternity,” 


President Hesar C. Kimpatt, in a discourse delivered in the Taber- +, 
nacle, Nov. 9th, 1856. Deseret News, vol. 6, page 291, said : 


I have no wife or child that has any right to rebel against me. If they 
violate my laws and rebel against me, they will get into trouble just as quickly 
as though they transgressed the counsels and teachings of Brother Brigham. 
Does it give a woman a right to sin against me because she is my wife? No, 
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but it is her duty to do my will as I do the will of my Father and my God. 
It is the duty of woman to be obedient to her husband, and unless she is, I 
would not give a damn for all her queenly right and authority, nor for her 


either if she will quarrel, and lie about the work of God and the principle of 


plurality. 

A disregard of plain and correct teachings is the reason, why so many are 
dead and damned, and twice plucked up by the roots, and I would as soon 
baptize the devil as some of you.” 


Oct. 6th, 1855, vol. 5, page 274, Kimball said:, 


“If you oppose any of the works of God you will cultivate a spirit of 
apostacy. If you oppose what is called the spiritual wife doctrines the —— 
archal order, whieh is of God, that course will corrode you with apostacy, and 
you will,go overboard: still a great many do so, and strive to justify them- 
it; they of God.“ 


a The principle of plurality of wives never will be done away, although 


some sisters have had revelations that when this time passes away, and they 
go through the veil, every woman will have a husband to herself. I wish more 
of our young men would take to themselves wives of the daughters of Zion, 


and not wait for us old men to take them all. Go ahead upon the right 
principle, young gentlemen, and God bless you forever and ever, and make 
you fruitful, that we may fill the n 
inhabitants.” 


April 2, 1864, President Hzser C. * the Taberuacle- 
»—See Deseret News, vol. 4, No. 20: 


“There. are ‘seme of the lde whe are not happy in their 
situation; but that woman who cannot be happy with one man cannot 
be happy with two. You know all women ate good, or ought to be. 
They are made for angelic beings, and I would like to see them act more 
angelic in their behavior. You were made more angelic and a little 
weaker than man. Man is made of rougher material—to open the way, eut 
down bushes, and kill the snakes—that women may walk along through life, 
and not soil and tear their skirts. When you see a woman with ragged skirts 
you may know she wears the unmentionables, for she is doing the man’s busi- 
ness, and has not time to out off the rags that are hanging around her. From 
this time henceforth you may know what woman wears her husband’s pants. 


May the Lord bless you. Amen.“ 


President HER C. Krveatt, in a lengthened discourse, delivered 
in the Tabernacle, on the 6th day of April, 1857, took occasion to 
say: 
“I would not be afraid to promise a man who is sixty years of age, if he 
will take the counsel of Brother Brigham, and his brethren, he will renew his 


age. I have noticed that a man who has bat one wife, and is inclined to that 


doctrine, soon begins to wither and dry up, while a man who goes into plurality 
looks fresh, young and sprightly. Why is this? Because God loves that man, 
and because he honors his work and word. Some of you may not believe 
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this; but I not only believe it, but 1 also know it. For a man of God to be 
confined to one woman is mal business, for it is as much as we can do now to 
_ kéep up under the burdens we have to carry, and I do not know what’ we 
should do if we had only one woman apiece,” 


President Huser C. the fallowing lenguage in de 
course instructing a band of Missionaries, aboet to start on their 
Missions : 

“T say to those who are elected to 8 go, if you never return, 
and commit what you have into the hands of God—your wives, your children 

your brethren, and your property. Let truth and righteousness be your motto, 
and 0 da ga. into the world for anything else but to preach the Gospel, build 
up the Kingdom of God, and gather the sheep into the fold. You are cent out 
as shepherds to gather the sheep together, and remember they are not your 
sheep; they belong to him that sends you; then don't make a choice of any 
the fold; Lo uNDERSTAND. Amen. 

Saob, er besen life in the 
conjugal . relation—such are their sentiments and commands pro- 
nounced under the assumed authority of God upon the female sex. 
When President Kimball calls, his numerous wives his “cows” he 
but reflects the Mormon idea of women in the social scale. 

The view is sickening. I turn with loathing and disgust from their 
legalized status of systematic debauchery and lust. Before it the en- 
tire nature recoils. No wonder that it requires the whole engmery of 
the Mormon church, threats, and intimidations to compel the women 
to submit to it, I pity that man or womafi who can’ for one moment 
look upon this organized, systematic, enforoed degradation and pros- 
titution with‘any other feeling than that of abhorrence and disgust. 
In matters of affection woman is a monopolist—she wants the whole 
heart or she wants none, But in Utah she is compelled to take the 
tion and no devotion. | | 


AND ROBBERY. 


I have said ahat robbery, as well as lust, seas sanetified by the Mor- 
mon ereed. One from many evidences of such teachings will suffice. 
In a sermén delivered hy Heser C. KBALI, Sept. 15, 1857, after 
proclaiming the comifig overthrow of their enemies, and their subjec- 
tion, he continues: 
„Now,“ says the Lord “take that spoil, I sonséerate it unto my people. 
The Lord will provid® for the Saints when necessary, and in his own way.” 


the-snene be from: the “Book of Doctrines and 
Covenants,” on the same subject, as follows: | 
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„Bcheld it is said in my la wa, or forbidden to get in debt to thine enemies; 
but behold it is not said at any time that the Lord should not take when He 
pleases, and pay as seemeth him good. Wherefore, as ye are agents, and on 
the Lord's errands, and whatever ye do accorting to the will of the Lord is 
the Lord’s business, and He hath sent you to provide for the Saints in these 
last days, that they may obtain an inheritance in the land of Zion. And, be- 
hold, I, the Lord, declare it unto you, and my words are sure end shall not 
fail. But all things must come to pass in their time; wherefore, be not weary 
in well doing, for ye are laying the foundation of a great work, and out of 


small things proceedeth that which is great.” 


The code of the Spartans allowed theft as a sort of discipline for 
their youth, who were to be thus fitted for the strategy of war, 80 
necessary among a primitive and martial people; but in no country 
or age before has robbery been taught as a divine ordinance, the ob- 
servance of which was binding as conducing to the aggrandizement 
of His people. Yet, here at last, in the “ ferment of an uneasy civi- 
lization,” it stands forth in the boldest relief that language dare give. 


„The trumpet ” here gives no uncertain sound.“ 


SHEDDING BLOOD FOR THE REMISSION OF GIFs. | ‘3 


But the pictare, true to life. as it ia, has’ yet darker shedes, 
der is openly commanded, and incessant appeals from the self-consti- 
tuted Apostles of Almighty God prove beyond all doubt, that its ex- 
ecution is considered and urged as one of the fundamental doctrines to 
bg enforced, and acted on by the faithful of the Latter .Day Saints, 
The doctrines, which, from their own books I have ust read, may 
perhaps merely disgust, but the doctrine of which I have now from the 
same source to adduce proofs, wilb horrify. In the few extracts I have 
to give you, (to which, if time allowed, I might add a thousand more,) 
the right and duty of the Church to “spill blood” is asserted in the 
plainest and coarsest words that our Anglo-Saxon * 7 affords, 
Theft, lust, and murder are canonized in the Mormon creed. 


: “It is as if the fiends prevailed. 
Against the seraphs they assailed, 
And throned on heavenly seats should dwell 


The freed inheritors of Hell!” ' 


I read to you from a “ Discourse” of President Brigham Young 
delivered Sept. 21, 1856 : 


“ There are sins n 
in this world, or in that which is to come, and if they had their eyes open to 
their true condition, they would be perfectly willing to have their blood spilt 
upon the ground, that the smoke thereof might ascend to heaven as an offering 
for their sins, 3 incense would atone for their sins; whereas, 
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if such is not the case, they will stick to them and remain upon them in the 


spirit world. 
I know, when you hear my brethren telling about cutting people off from 


the earth that you consider it is strong doctrine; but it is to save them, not to 
12 riod) nd: bow 

won, of, Ged wap.shed, for, sina, through. the fall 
and those committed by men, yet men can commit sins which it can never re- 
mit. As it was in ancient dayseo it is in our day; and though the principles 
are taught publicly from this stand, still the people do not understand them; 
yet the law is precisely the same There are sins that can be atoned for by 
an offering upon an altar as in ancient days; and there are sins that the blood 


of a lamb, of a calf, or of turtle doves cannot remit, but they must be atoned 


for by the blood of the man.’ That is the reason why men talk to you as they 
do from this stand; they understand the doctrine, and throw out a few words 
about it. You have been taught that doctrine, but you do not understand it.“ 


Ot entirely s similar najare is 8 Discourse of President Jedediah 


M. Grant, delivered March 12, 1854; He is speaking of what he calls 
“covenant breakers”—those who leave the Mormon Church, and he 


hen what ought this meek people who keep the commandments of God 

do unto them? Why,“ says one, ‘they ought to pray to the Lord to kill 

them.’ I want to know if you would wish the Lonp to come down and do all 

dirty work? Many of the Latter Day Saints will pray, and petition, and 

supplicate at God oF themselves would be 

f. But if the Latter Day Saints should put to death the covenant-breakers, 
it would try the faith of the ‘very meek, just, and pious’ ones among them, 
and it would cause a great deal of whining in Ierael. 

“Then there was another odd commandment. The Lord God commanded 
them not to pity the person whom they killed, but to execute the law of God 
upon persons worthy of death. This should\be-done by the entire congrega- 
tion, sHowrINe No prry. I have thought there would have to be quite a revo- 
lution among the Mormons, before such a commandment could be obeyed oom - 
pletely by them. The Mormons have a great deal of sympathy. For instance, 
if they can get a man before the tribunal administering the law of the land, 
and succeed in getting a rope around his neck, and having him hung up like 
a dead dog, it ig all right. But if the Church and Kingdom of God should 
step forth and execute the law of God, O, what a burst of Mormon sympathy 
it would cause! J wish we were in a situation favorable to our doing that 
which is justifiable before God, without any contaminating influencé of Ger 
tile amalgamation, laws, and traditions, that the People of God might lay the 
ave to the root of the tree, and every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit 
might be hewn down. 

“ What! do you believe that people would do right and keep the law of 


God by actually putting to death the tranagressors? _ Putting to death the 
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— exhibit the law of God, 'no snaiter if was done. 
That is my opinion. 

“You talk of the doings of different Governments—the United ‘States, if 
you please. What do they do with traitors? What mode do they adopt 
to punish traitors! Do traitors to that Government forfeit their lives? Ex- 
amine, also, the doings of other earthly govefuments on this point, and you 
find the same practice universal. I am not aware that there are any ex- 
ceptions. But people will look into books of theology, and argue that the 
people of God have a right to try people for fellowship, but they have no 
right to try them on property or life. n 
1 have got them on « hook now; they can cut them off, and I will put eight 
or ten pirite woree than they are into their tabernacles, and send back 
to mob them.” 


President Brigham Young (February 8, 1857) oui, in d 
in the Tabernacle. (See Deseret News, vol. 6, page 897) 


“Bat now I say, in the name of the Lord, that if thie people will 40 no | 
more, but faithfully live their religien, their” sias will be forgiven them 
without taking life, You are aware that when Brother Cummings came to 
the point of loving our neighbors, he could say yes or no, as the case might 
be; that is true. But I want to connect it with the doctrine you read ffi 
the Bible. When will we love onr neighbor as ourselves? In the first place, 
Jesus said that no man hateth his own flesh. It is admitted by all that every 
person loves himself. Now, if we do rightly love ourselves, we want to be 
saved and continue to exist. We want to go into the kingdom where we 
can enjoy eternity, and see no more sorrow nor death, This is the desire of 
every person who believes in Go Now, take a person in this congregation 
who has knowledge with being saved in the kingdom of our God and our 
Father, and being exalted an exalted one—who knows and understands the 
principles of eternal life, and sees the beauty and exeellency of the eternities 
before him compared with the vain and foolish things of the world; and sup- 
pose he is overtaken in a fault—that he has committed asin which he 
knows will deprive him of that exaltation which he desires, and that he can- 
not attain to it without the shedding of his blood; and also knows that by 
having his blood shed, he will atone for that sin and be saved, and exalted 
with the Gods; is there a man or woman in this house but what would say; 
‘Shed my blood, that I may be saved and exalted with the Gods?’ | 

“All mankind love themselves; and let these principlies be known by an 
individual, and he would be glad to have his blood shed. That would be 
loving themselves even unte an eternal exaltatién. Will you love your 
brothers or sisters likewise, when they have committed a sin that cannot be 
be atoned for without the shedding of their bleed. Will you love that man 
or woman well enough to shed their blood. That is what Jesus Christ meant 
He never intended eny euch thing. 


WT where men have been righteously 
slain in order to atone for their sins. I have seen scores and hundreds of peo- 
ple for whom there would have been a chance in the last resurrection if their 
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livés had been taken and their blood spilléd upon thé ground as a smoking in- 
eense to the Almighty, but whe are now angels to the devil, until our elder 
brother, Jesus Christ raises them up, conquers death, hell, and the grave I 


have known a great many men who have left this church, for whom there. is 
no chance whatever for exaltation ; but if their blood had been spijled, it would 
have been better for them. The wickedness and ignorance of the nations for- 
bid this principle being in n the time will come when the law of 
God will be in full foree, 


Thlo fa ourselves ; if he needs help, help him; and 


if he wants salvation, and it is necessary to spill his blood upon the ground in 


order that he may be saved, spill it. Any of you who understand the pritici- 


ples of eternity, if you have sinned a sim requiring the shedding of blood, ex- 
ooept the sin unto death, would not be satisfied nor rest until your blood should 
be spilled, 
love mankind,” 


President J. M. Gnaxr . September 21, 1856, Deseret News, 


vol. 6, page 235: 
* say there are men and women here that I would advise to go to the 


President immediately, and ask him to appoint a committee to attend to their 
case ; and then let @ place be selected, and let that committee shed their blood. 


“wean DEVILS” GOOD MORMON PREACHERS. , 


In a reported sermon, delivered by Brigham, Young, Nov. 9, 1856, | 


Deseret News, vol. 6, p. 291. a embracing men 
in his religion, he said: 
“Some of the elders seemed to be tripped up in a if the wicked 
can find any fault with the members of this sbarch: but, bless your souls, I 
would not yet have this people faultless, for the day of separation has not 
not yet arrived. I have many a time, in this stand, dared the world to pro- 
duce as mean devils as we can—we can beat them at anything. We have the 
greatest and smoothest liara in the world, the cunningest and most adroit 
thieves, and any other shade of character that you can mention. 


“We can pick out elders in Israel right here who can beat the world st. 


gambling; who can handle the cards; can cut and shuffle them with the 


smartest rogue on the face of God's fédtatool. 143 produce elders here who 


can shave their smartest shevers, and take their money from them. We ¢an 
beat the world at any game.” 

W. can best tem because we lese men here that lise in the light of the 
Lord—that have the holy priesthood, and hold the keys of the kingdom of 
God. But you may go through all the sectarian world and you cannot find 
& man capable of opening the door of the kingdom of God to admit * in. 
We can do that. We ban pray the the best, and sing the best. 

We are the best looking atid finest oe of the éarth ; and 
they may begin any they less, and we odd en hemd, and can tant titan 
at anything they have a mind to begin. They may make sharp their two 
edged swords, and I will turn out the elders of Israel with greased feathers, 
and whip them to death. We not to be beat. We expect to be a stumbling 
block to the whole world, and 4 rock of offence to them. 
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Such a “sermon” needs no comment. It will be seen that the 
scheme of these religionists is quite broad enough to embrace poly- 
gamy, adultery, incest, perjury, blasphemy, robbery, and murder, as a 
part of its devilish plan. a 


| MORMON INDEPENDENCE THREATENED. 


Brigham Young, in a Rite in the Tabernacle, Aug. 31, 1856, 
Deseret News, vol. 6,p. 219, said: 


— is true, and all Hell All the devil's ser - 
vants on the earth may do all they can, and, as Brother Clinton has just said, 
after twenty-six years’ faithful operation and exertion by our enemies what 
have they accomplished# They have succeeded in making us an organized 
Territory, and they are determined te make us an independent State or Gov- 
ernment, as the Lord lives, (The congregation shouted Amen.) , 

“I say, as the Lord lives, we are bound to become a sovereign State in the 
Union, — an independent — by greet 


* * 


the church and kingdom of God. 
“The sound of Mormonism is a terror to towns, counties, States, the pre 


tended republican governments, and to all the world. 
“Why, because as the Lord Almighty lives, and the ated have ever 
This work is destined to eee the 1 and bring all under emen 


to the law of God.” . 


The Church government established by the 1 0 to carry into 
operation the teachings from which I have so copiously extracted, is 
one of the most complete despotisms on the face of the earth. The 


mind of one man permeates through the whole mass of the people, 


and subjects to its unrelenting tyranny the souls and bodies of all. 
It reigns supreme in church and State, in morals, and even in the mi- 
nutest domestic and social arrangements. Brigham’s house is at once 
tabernacle, capitol, and harem; and Brigham himself is king, priest, 
lawgiver, and chief polygamist, Is treason hatched in Utah—Brig- 
ham is the bead traitor. Are rebel troops mustered against the 
United States—Brigham is their commander-in-chief, Is a law to be 


-enacted—Brigham’s advice determines it. Is an offending “ Gentile” 


or an apostate Mormon to be assassinated—the order emanates from 
Brigham. In addition to all this, he heals the afflicted by the laying 
on of hands, and comforts the widow by becoming her husband. It 
may be asked, does he do this without compensation! No, his pay is 
both high and certain, He taxes his deluded followers to the extent 
of all surplus property upon their arrival in the Territory. He subse- 
quently taxes them to the extent of one-tenth of their annual produe- 
tions and labor, and if reluctant to pay, be e y snatches al! 
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that they Have. He bas through the legislature unrestricted license to 
tax merchants. By legislation, all estrays in the Territory are im- 
pounded and sold, and the proceeds paid over to him. By like 
authority he seizes upon the great highway between our Atlantic and 


Pacific possessions, grants exclusive rights to erect bridges and ferries 
across all the streams in the Territory —flres the toll at enormous 


* rates, ranging from five to ten dollars for a team—expressly providing 
in the law that a portion of the recéipts shall be paid over to himself, 


by which means, whether willing or unwilling, the elnigrant’ to the 
Pacific coast is forced to build up the Church, and furnish money to 


“emigrate pious sisters to Zion to replenish the harems of the hoary 


headed leaders of the Church; and as if to‘consummate the matter of 
pay, all escheats in the Territory are ſo him; the property of the emi- 
grant, and even the habiliments of the debenied may be sold, and the 
proceeds paid over to him. 

He selects for himself the choicest l land in the Territory, 
and’ they yield him their: productions, none daring to interfere. -The 
timber in the mountains for a great distance from Salt Lake city 
belongs to him, and it is only by delivering each third load, as he 
shall order, that the gates are open and the citizen allowed to pass up 
City creek’ canon to obtain it. Having appropriated all that he 
desires for his own use, he has quite extensive tracts of country far- 
nished him by the Federal government, as capital, for his Church. 


He sends his agents, denomitating them missionaries, to Europe, who 


represent Utah as a paradise, and go into the market offering each 


only be supposable on the hypothesis that Mormonism is not a ee 


proselyte who will come to Zion a homestead, of a quarter section of 
land—being in return compensated. by the addition of females to fill 
the harems, and the tithing which will in the future accrue to him. 

The cattle on a thousand hills exhibit his brand. He fixes his pay, 
—he pays himself. His pampered but plebian body reposes in a 


palace, and scores of bright-eyed women call him husband, His 


deluded followers yield him implicit obedience, and a church organi- 

zation known as “Danites” or “destroying angels,” stand ready to 
protect his person, to avenge his wrongs, and to execute his pleasure. 
- Brigham is both Church and State. True, the atrocities committed 
in Utah are not committed by bim with his own hands, but they are 
committed by his underlings, and at bis bidding. He claims that he 
is not a criminal, because his hand is not seen in the perpetration of 


crime. He ‘pleads an “alibi,” when he is known to be every where 


present in the Territory, He seeks to avert censure by feigning 
ignef&nce of the atrocities of his underlings. Such ignorance can 
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and Brigham is not its head. That he is a despot without power, or 
a prophet without the ability to foresee, - 

‘Now, Brigham is either complete ruler in Utah, or he is nothing, 
The complicity of the church dignitaries, Mayors of cities, and other 


territorial officials, in the crimes that have been committed, demon- 


strate that rene 
head of the church. 

The Legislators of the Territory are Mormons, The n 
oaths bind them to yield an implicit obedience to Brigham, as the 
head of the church, and political head of the Territory. His man- 
dates are superior to all law. The Mormons are fanatics; they will 
keep their oath to obey him. Did not their religion induce, their fears 
would compel obedience, for the vengeance of Brigham, though 


silent, is swift, and fearful ss the borrors of death can make it Mor- 


mon punishment for Mormon apostacy is like the old curse of former 
Popes; it extends from the soles of the feet to the hairs of the head. 
It separates husband and wife; it reaches from the confiscation of 
property to the severance of the windpipe. Armed with such power 
over the hearts and lives of the people, Brigham defiantly drives the 
barbaric chariot of Mormon robbery, murder, poligamy and incest 
over all law, in defiance of all federal officials in the Territory. Brig, 
ham not only controls the legislation, but he controls the courts. He 
uses the one to aid him in accomplishing the other. On the 14th day 
of January, 1854, he caused to be passed the following law which is 

still in force. See revised laws Utah, page 260, | 


“That all questions of law, the meaning of writing other than laws, and 


de admissibility of testimony shall be decided by the court ; end no laws, nor 


parts of laws, shall be read, argued, cited or adopted in any court during any 
trial except those enacted by the governor and Legislative Assembly of this Ter- 
ritory, and those passed by the Congress of the United States when applica- 
ble; and no report, decision or doings of any court shall be read, * 
or adopted as precedent in any other trial.“ 


The common law, the wisdom of ages, which bas come * to us 
as the handmaid of our civil and religious liberty, must be done away 
with, that the Mormon church regulations may supply their place in 
Utah. But, then, how convenient it is to provide that the decisions 


made in a Utah court, under those church regulations, upon one day, 


should not be a precedent for another day. It leaves the court wholly 
untrammelled, and anthorizes the judges or jury to make such laws 


e they choose in every case. It leaves the courts open to receive any 


new divine law whieh Brigham may see fit to give them. He conse- 
quently feels it to be a duty to address. the judges and jurors in the 
Territory. 
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‘You vil find a specimen discourse of his in the Deseret News, vol 
5, page 412, in which instance he sent quite a number of the jurors 
on missions, for violating his instructions to them as jarors, 5 

On the 2d of March, 1856, President Grant sagd, in 8 
lived in the Tabernacle : . 

who were on the grand jury. Did he 4% Ne in clearing away the fog 
which surrounded them, and in removing blindness from their eyes? No, for 
they could go to their room and again though, to their credit, it must 


be admitted that a brief explanation made them unanimous in their action. _ 
Not long ago, I heard that in a ceftain case the traverse jury were eleven 


the es. 
Several bad got into the fog . ‘suck and ‘eat the filth of a gentile law 


court, ostensibly a court of Utah though I call it s gentile court, Why? Be- 


cause it does not magnify the laws of Utah, as provided for in the organic 
act,’ by which ‘act’ and laws it alone exists as a court. 


„A brief examination will soon convince a person, of any ordinary observa 
tion, that the lewe of Utah are not administered in . 
judges must know that fact, and that they have been seeking, from the first, 
with but one exception, to overrule them. 
our laws have been set at naught and walked under foot, and in Heu 


thereof a constant effort has been made to 


This attempt of the Mormons to 1 with the administration 
of the law, and control the courts, has been one of the chief causes 
of difficulty between the j judges, sent by the Federal Government to 
Utah, and the Morman people. From almost twenty judges sent to 
the Territory, with the exception of two—Judge Zerubbabel Snow, a 
Morman, and J. F. Kinney, the present Chief Justice, the only terri- 
torial judge who has not been removed by the present administration, 
and who bears the unenviable reputation of being the “ creatare and 

tool of Brigham Young,”—the testimony bas been uniformly to the 
effect that the laws could not be enforced. Not one of these judges, 
with the exception of the two named above, have been enabled to 
serve out the short term of four years, Some have left in disgust, 

while others were driven away by force. 
As one of the Associate Justices of the Territory of Utah in the 
month of April, 1 ant I commenced and held a Term of the District | 

Court for the Second Judicial District in the city of Provo, about six 
miles south of Salt Lake City. Upon my requisition General ay 
Johnson, in command of the military department, furnished a small 

military force for the purpose of protecting the court. A grand j 
was empannelled, and their. attention was pointedly and specifically 
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immediate vicinity, cases of public netoriety both as to the offense 
and the persons who had perpetrated the same; (for none of these 
things had “ been done in a corner.”) Their perpetrators had scorned 
alike concealment or apology, before the arrival of the American 
forces. The jury thus instructed, though kept in session two weeks, 
utterly refused to do anything, and were finally discharged as an evi- 
dently useless appendage of a court of justice. But the court was 
determined to try a last resource to bring to light and to punishment 
those guilty of the atrocious crimes which confessedly had been com- 
mitted in the Territory, and the session continued. Bench warrants, 
based upon sworn information, were issued against the alleged crimi- 
nals, and United States Marshal Dotson, a most excellent and reliable 
officer, aided by a mititary Possk, procured on his own request, had 
succeeded in making a few arrests. A general stampede immediately 
took place among the Mormons, and what I wish to call your atten- 
tion to as particularly noticeable, is the fact that this occuRRED MORE © 
ESPECIALLY AMONG THE CHURCH OFFICIALS AND CIVIL OFFICERS. 
Why were these classes so peculiarly urgent and hasty in flight? 
The law of evidence, based on the experience of ages, has but one 
answer. It was the consciousness of guilt which drove them to seek 
a refuge from the avenging arm of the law, armed at last, as 
they supposed, with power to vindicate its injured majesty. It is a 
well-known fact that many of the Bishops and Presidents of “ Stakes” 
remained secreted in the mountains until the news was confirmed be- 

yond doubt which announced the retrograde course of the Adminis- 
tration at Washington. You can easily conceive the rejoicing of 
those who had fled, their rapturous change from the extreme of trepi- 
dation to that of joy, when at last Gov. Cumming could officially 
announce to his Mormon friends that the zealous efforts of the united 
Judiciary of Utah, to expose and punish crime and administer the 
law, were condemned by the National Administration. And this, too, 
in the face of that Administration’s boast, that rebellion “had been 
crushed out” in Utah. 

Let me say here, though it may seem rather a digression, that while 
it is true that the military were appealed to for aid in the admin- 
istration and enforcement of the laws, and in the protection of offi- 
cers and witnesses, it is as equally and undeniably true that the legal 
and social rights of no citizen, whoever he may have been, were for 
one instant infringed upon, or even endangered by such a course. 
Sitting, as a committing magistrate, complaint after complaint was 
made before me, of murders and robberies: dmong these I may men- 
tion as peculiarly and shockingly prominent, the murder of Forbes, 
the assassination of the Parrishes and Potter, of Jones and his mother, 
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of the Aiken party, of which there were six in all; and worst, and 


darkest. in this appaling catalogue of blood, the cowardly, cold-blooded 


butchery and robbery at the Mountain Meadows. At that time chere 
still lay all ghastly; under the sun of Utah the unburied skeletons of 


one hundred and nineteen, men, women, and ane, the n 
hopeless victims of the Mormon creed. 

Time will not allow that I should read the affidavits 1 1 te 
publish a, portion as an appendix to these remarks that you may see 
that I am justified in changing that the Mormons are guilty, aye, 
that the ormon chure is guilty, of the crimes of murder and rob- 
bery as taught in their books.of faith... 4 

The scene of this horrible massacre at the . — ll is 
situate about three hundred and twenty miles west of south from Great 
Salt Lake city, on the road leading;to Los Angelos, in California. I 
was the first Federal judge in that part of the Territory after the oc- 
currence. My district extending from a short distance below Salt 
Lake city to the south end of the Territory. I determined to visit 
that part of my district, and, if possible, expose the persons engaged 
in the massacre, which I did in the early part of the year 1859, I 
accordingly embraced an opportunity of accompanying a small detach- 
ment of soldiers who were being, sent to, that section by General John- 
son—having requested the marshal. of the Territory to accompany, 
or to send a deputy. He u D Wm. H. Rodgers, 
who went with me. 

The command went as far south as ‘the St. Clara, twenty miles be- 
yond the Mountain Meadows, where we camped.and remained about 
a week. During our stay there I was visited by the Indian chiefs of 
that section, who gave me their version of the massacre. They ad- 


mitted that a portion of their men were engaged in the massacre, but i 


were not there when the attack commenced. One of them told me, 
in the presence of the others, that aſter the attack had been made, a 
white man came to their camp with a piece of paper, which, he said, 
Brigham Young had sent, that directed them to go and help to whip 
the emigrants, A portion of the band went, but did not assist in the 
fight. He gave as a reason that the emigrants had long guns, and 
were good shoty, He said that his brother [this chief’s name was 
Jaekson] was shot while running across the Meadow at a distance of 
two hundred yards from the corral where the emigrants were. He 
said the Mormons were all painted. He said the Indians got a part 
of the clothing ; and gave the names of John D. Lee, President Haight, 
and Bishop Higbee as the big captains. It might be proper here to 
remark that the Indians in the southern part of the Territory of Utah 
are not een and are a very low, cowardly, beastly set, very few 


% 
a 
a 
i 
1 
1 
Ag 
| 
| 
* 
it 
ag 


18 


of them being armed with guns. They are not formidable. I believe 
all in the southern part of the Territory would, under no ai 
stances, carry on a fight against ten white men. 

From our camp on the St. Clara we again vent back to the Moun: 
tain Meadows, camping near where the massacre had occurred. The 
Meadow is about five miles in length and one in width, running to 
quite a narrow point at the southwest end, being higher at the middle 
than either end. It is the divide between the waters that flow into 
the Great Basin and those emptying into the Colorado river. A very 
large spring rises in the south end of the narrow part. It was on the 
north side of this spring the emigrants were camped. The bank rises 
from the spring eight or ten feet, then extends off to the north about 
two hundred yards on a level. A range of hills is there reached, 

rising perhaps fifty or sixty feet. Back of this range is quite a valley, 
which extends down until it has an outlet, three or four 2 e ren 
below the spring, into the main Meadow. 

The first attack was made by going down this favine, then follow: 
ing up the bed of the spring to near it, then at daylight firing upon 
the men who were about the camp-fires; in which attack ten or 
twelve of the emigrants were killed or wounded; the stock of the emi- 
| grants having been previously driven behind the hill and up the 
ravine. The emigrants soon got in condition to repel the attack, 
shoved their wagons together, sunk the wheels in the earth, and threw 
up quite an entrenchment. ‘ The fighting after continued as a siege, 
the assailants occupying the hill, and firing at any of the emigrants 
that exposed thémselves, having a barricade of stones along the crest 
of the hill as a protection. The siege was continued for five days, the 
. besiegers appearing in the garb of Indians: The Mormons seeing that 
they could not capture the train without making’ some sacrifice of life 
on their part, and getting weary of the fight, resolved to accomplish 
by strategy what they were not able to do by force. The fight bad 
been going on for five days, and uo aid is received from any quarter, 
althoagh the family of cob Hamlin, the Indian agent, were living 
in the upper end of the Meadow, and within —_— of the re ee of 
the guns. 

Who can imagine the feelings of these men, „ children, 
surrounded, as they supposed themselves to be, by savages. Fathers 
and mothers only can judge what they must have been. Far off in 
the Rocky mountains, without transportation—for their cattle, horses, 
and miles had been run off—not knowing what their fate was to be, 
we can but poorly realize the gloom that pervaded the camp. 0 

A wagon is descried far up the meadows. Upon its nearer ap- 
proach it is observed to contain armed men. See! now they raise a 
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white flag. All is joy in the corral. A general shout is raised, and 
in ah instant a little girl dressed in white is placed at an opening be- 
tween two, of the wagons as a response to the signal. The wagon 
approaches—the dccupants are welcomed into the corral. The emi- 
grants little suspecting that they were entertaining, the fiends that 
had been besieging them. : 

This wagon contained President Haight, and Bishop John D. Lee, 
among others of the Mormon church. They professed to be on good 
terms with the Indians, and represented the Indians as being very mad 
They also proposed to intercede and settle the matter with the In- 
dians. After several hours of parley, they having apparently visited 
the Indians, gave the ultimatum of the Indians, which was that the 
emigrants should march out of their camp, leaving everything behind 
them, even their guns. It was promised by the Mormon bishops that 
they would bring a force and guard the emigrants back to the set- 
tlements. 

The terms were agreed to; che emigrants being desirous of saving 
_ the lives of their families. The Mormons retired and subsequently 

appeared at the corral with thirty or forty armed men. The emi- 
grants were marched out, the women and children in front and the 
men behind, the Mormon guard being in the rear. When they had 
marched in this way about a mile, at a given signal the slanghter com- 
menced. The men were most all shot down at the first fire from the 
guard. Two only escaped, who fled to the desert, and were followed 
150 miles before they were overtaken and slaughtered. 

The women and children ran on two or three hundred yards furth 
er, when they were overtaken, and with the aid of the Indians they 
were slaughtered. Seventeen only of the small children were saved, 
the eldest being about seven years. Thus, on the Loth day of Sep 
tember, 1857, was consummated one of the most cruel, cowardly and 
bloody murders known in our -history. Upon the way from the 
méadows, a young Indian pointed out to me the place where the Mos 
mons painted and disguised themselves. 

I went from the Meadows to Cedar city ; the distance is 35 or 40 
miles. I contemplated holding an examining court there, should” 
General Johnson furnish me protection, and also protect witnesses and 
fartiish the marshal a posse to aid in making arrests. While there T 
issued warrants on affidavits filed before me for ihe arrest of Ge f 
lowing named persons, | | 

Jacob Haight, President of the Cedar City, stake, Bishop John M. 
and Bishop John D. Lee, Columbus Freeman, William Slade, 
John Willis, William Riggs, ——— Ingram, Daniel McFarlan, Wil- 
Stewart, Ira Allen and son, Thomas Cartwright, E. Welean, William 
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Price, John W. Adair, 
John MeFarlat, Nephi 
Harrison, Chas. 


Halley, Jabes In John 
Johnson, Thornton, Joel “White, - 


Harrison! jerce, “Samuel Adair, F. Wm. Bateman, 


In a — after arriving at, City, Capt. 


wich his comms m tlie Mead ws; on his return he me 
that he had 2 ordbrs for bis command entire at returp to 9 Camp 
Floyd. Genera! having: received orders from that 


the military not be used in the ot p acting, 


While at City’ I was ‘visited bya ap ons. 
who gave me every that ‘they furnish an 
of _ evidence i ip re the matter, 80 pon as they were 17355 ot 
military precio 9110 fact, some of the persons engaged i in th 
came to see me. in, the. night, and ve a account of the m ; 
inftending, when "protection was at, witnesses. 
claimed that they had Deen | forced into the matter by the Bisho 
Their statements corroborat what the lans had Previous| ly iy 
to me. Mr. rs, the e Deputy was engaged i in 
ing up the chile ren, 95 of th 47 1 were all found. 
nh ormons. ‘Thre of fox or of the eldest recollect 


22 the made 0 the the giticens of 


iy childre abe sow ‘the ‘south part or nor 

of Ark testimony could if desired, 
depiet the ee of these infants when they realize that they were 
0 custody of of what they called “ the Americans,” for’such i is the. 

bete, of those not Mormons. They say they never were in the, 

the Indians.» recollect of one of them, “ John Calvin, 

| after he found 2 was safe, and belore, he was brought aN 


ce cl ough not yet pine years of age, sit a 
no “doubt asking of the hi 


„I wish I was a know what, would 2 


I shall ba: 


22 to elaborate this matter 


every 
othe ‘Mormons in this massacre, and the other, 
aded, to the evidence published in the ap-! 


woul 
neve 


The tudfihe would not — saved the infant children from the 
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hter. Nei could they induced the“ emigrants“ to have 
“Tet (position, borne i in mind that 
“Brigham Youug at the time ‘claimed to be, and was acting as Super- | 
intendant of Indian irg ! i the ‘Territory. ‘There i is NOW pending 
u this house a claim for thirty or forty th thousand dollats, which in- 
14 about four thousand lars for distributed by John D. 
Lee to 52 7 Indi ians about the fountain eadows, within twenty days 
her th 0 massacre ; and also inclades | pay t. to Lee while, he was en- 
“gaged in the commission of the massacre. 1 2 Brigham win 
ey it or not, I do not know, Thi is, however, do em that some 
ye Congress an ack pay. erritory of Utgh 
eme 1 0 thousand dollars, for amount paid. by t 1, Territory i in 
_suppiessin, Th lian hostilities i in the Territory i n the years 1852 and 


1853. Ih ave before every law in the Territory, every 


appropriation made, by e legislature, and the stateme t of the Terri- 
‘torial Anditor of 2 R the delegate from Utah to show 


that there was ever appropriated or paid from the Treasury of the 


“Territory an arent — ‘three thousand four hundred dollars. 
It never was done. But you know Brigham gays “tha ut hat he has the 


most adroit scoundrels in the world in Zion, and that he can can beat their 


sharpest shavers.” ‘So there is no tellin bat f in his "persevering he 
may succeed in proeuri his d ds, for n murderin ‘and expenses of 
present claim was all made while in rebellion, 

Why was it that Bri 2 not report thi massacre at the 
Mountain Meadows? Why, if he was acting as Superintendant o 


Indian Affairs did b ot make f rt of th ro tak 
“And let ask (my from 


Utah, why it was that the Desoto, N ews, 85 Church organ and only 


Paper published in the Terri itory, for, ths after failed to notice the 
NN even after it ve well, — 4 in the States, and when it 
did it to the Mormons engaged in it. 


e delegate please answer me W 


motives which the Mormong the massacre was 


venge for the killing of. Parley Pr a jeading Mormon, who, while in 
the act of running another man's wife and, children through Arkansas 
to Utah, was overtaken. by the outraged ‘husband, and slajn—the e Ar- 
“kansas courts, refusing to punish the perpetrator. They, in addition, 
no doubf, were also gctuated by u desire to possess themselves of the 
great amount, of stock. and property of the emigrants, supposed 1 to * 
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worth sixty or seventy thousand dollar, 
This was emphatically “ getting 2 Lord's property,” as 
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for it. 

The surviving children, after they were recovered and on the ‘way 
back, frequently pointed out carriages and stock that belonged to tbe 

the property was taken to Cedar City, deposited | 
in 85 85 tithing Fee and then sold out; the bed clothes upon which 
the wounded had been laying, and those taken from the dead, w 
piled i in the back room of the 5 officé and allowed to remain "or 
so great a length of time that whe was there, eighteen months after, 
the room was still offensive. 

‘What a commentary upon ‘the condition of affairs in sao 
Mormoniam revelling upon the spoils obtained by murder, while sev- 
enteen orphan children are turned penniless upon the world. Yet 
that worl has “ no ear to hear, no eye to see, no heart to feel, no arm 
to bring deliverance.” That we mri ow such a condition of 
affairs to exist is shameful, disgraceful to us all. The disgrace does not 
alone attach to the weak, imbecile Mee of James Buchanan 
and his legal adviser, who lent himself to prevent the judiciary, of 
Utah from investigating the horible crimes that had been committed 
in that Territory, and aided in shielding the. criminals, but we are all 
guilty, and should be so, held until we, by force, if necessary, compél 
restitution to the fatherless children, so far as it can be made. 

That you. may vot conclude that Tr do the Mormons injustice in 


charging upon them ‘this ‘horrible rg ‘publish in che 
Appendix to my remarks reports of overnite officials: who 
have visited that section of our coun 


Major, now ‘Genera! Carlton, 22 that region——Ke also corr oorrobo- 
rates all that is contained in the abstracta I make from official reports. 
At the lat was there, he 5 a monument to the memory of 
the dead. Tt teh was constructed yy raising a large pile of rock, in the 
centre rn some twelve or fifteen feet in 
height. Soa’ one of the stones he caused to be engraved—* Here | 
tie the of 150 aid children, from "Ai Arkansas, m mur- 
dered on the 10th’ day of September, 1857." Upon a cross-treg ‘on 
the beam he cansed to be inted—* Vengeance is mine, saith the 
Lord, and T will repay ft.” monument is said to have been de- 
stroyed the first time B WAN 
It has been said ‘that we cones and the question js 
frequently asked, why do not the courts act? The uniform emery 
of the judges is to the effect that the courts are powerless. More 
fifteen Federal judges, who have gone de the Territory, have 60 stated. 

They have gin and again tld you that the entire legislation of the 


,22 
; 


23 


Territory is to prevent the administration of the laws; that the church 
authorities are determined that the laws shall not be enforced in the 
Federal courts; that the grand and trial jurors are Mormons, who are 
taught that the Mormon Ohurch laws are the higher laws, and 
should prevail, arid who Yéftisé, therefore, to discharge their sworn 
duties, aud have invariably refused to punish any Mormon for an 
_ offence committed against an anti-Mormon. To auch an extent bas 
this been carried, that although the valleys of Salt Lake have been 
replete wich robberies and ‘murders; yet the records of the courts do 
not show a single ‘instante’ of che shinent of 4 ‘Mormon ‘for an 
Offence comniitted agelnst u 
This is painfully manifest i in the 5 which tr now, give ‘of 3 a term 
ot the court held by my colleague, Hon, Cxas, EK. StuorAIn, who con- 
ad his court in Great Salt Lake 8th ~ 


but never willing to prosecute a Mormon for his crimes, promptly found a bill 
of indictment against one Ralph Pike, sergeant in Co. I. of the 10th infantry, 
United States army, for am assanit with intent to kill, committed upon one 
‘Howard Spencer, the son of a Mormon bishop, at the military reserve in Rush 
valley. A company, of soldiers were stationed on the reserve to guard the 
hay of the Government stacked there. Spencer had been in the habit, at 
every opportunity, of driving his cattle to these hay stacks. Sergeant Pike 
was ordered to take a file of men, and When 
Sergeant Pike approached Spencer, the latter refused to go, seized « pitehfork — 
lying by, and attempted to thbsergeant with it Pike clabbed his mus- 

was a ec e 
(Aug. 11th,) about 19 o'clock was entering the Salt Lake 
House, on Main street, to get his diner, Spenser stepped up to him from de- 
‘hind, ey ing: Are you the man that truck me in Rash valley?” at the ame 
time dra wing his pistol, shot him through the ‘side, inflieting a mortal wound. 
Spenoer ran across the street, mounted bie horse, and rode off, aοοmpanied 
8 noted Danites“ The guard, who attempted to fire at 8 
Aer the ce. Pike li in dreadful agony two days 
died. He was ighly esteeme the army as an amiable, 55 
aud gentlemanly soldler. The Deseret Néws,”(the ‘church organ.) at ite next 
tatided young Spelicer for add 
being: put in irons during the Mormen war, for no other erime than being an 
citizen. Frank sued Brigham Young for false imprisonment on the 
ad day of August. The day preceding the appointed time for trial, Frank was 
‘and shot down. He died from hie wound next morning, and thus the 

t ve abated, The murdlerer wal never de 
N A man by the name of Drown brought edit, upon a promissory note for 
$480, against the Danite captain, Bill Hiekman. The case. being submitted to 
Drews alles, Drews, om 
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panion named Arnold were stopping at the House of a friend, in Salt Lake city, 
where Hickman, with come seven or eight ‘of hid band, rode up to the House, 
and called for Drown te come out, Drown, suspecting foul play, refused to 
do so, and locked the doors. The Danites thereupon: diangunted from 
their horses, broke down the doors, and shot down both Drown and Arnold. 
‘Drown died of his wounds next morning, and Arnold a few days later. Hiek- 
man and his band rode off unmolested. 5 

Thus during the short term of Judge Srvoramm’s court, the earnest labore of 
— accomplished no good. Ou the contrary, as it appears, the majesty 
and power of the court wes used to tie the hands of an inno¢ent man, and lead 
him as a helpless victim to be ruthlessly shot down without the power of self. 
defence, whilst at the same time it N his murderer by holding the 
_ strong arm of the law in terror over those who would dare to take j jus ‘in 
their own hands and punish the assassin of their friend. Thus, during u single 
term of the coart, held id s Mormon community, the warm life blood of four 
human victims is shed upon the very threshold of the court, and although the 
grand jury is im session, no r © eee. gad pet one of the 


This man Howard Spencer is now in Salt “Pode rac has — 


over es. Thie the learned delegate ten de Territory will not 


deny. 
With the W of we more case, sail’ T will’ ‘conclude, In the 
summer of 1858 Dayid McKenzie was ‘arrested, qbarged with engrav- 
ing, plates for counterfeiting Gapernment drafts, on the ‘Treasury at 

‘St Loui The evidence. showed that the engraving had -been done in 
the upper part of the Deseret Store in Salt Lake City. This store is 
within the enclosure of Brigham’s Young’s premises, the same being 
walled in with a ‘stone wall some 12 or 14 feet in height. Judge 
Eekels, who issued the warrant, direated, the Marshal, Peter K. Dot- 
son, to seize the plates, and any other matter that might be ſound in 
the room where the engraving had been done, which would establish 
the offense, The Marshal accordingly went to the room and seized the 
plate. He also found auother plate there, belonging, as it since ap- 
pears, to Brigham Young, and used for striking off the Deseret ur- 
reney; and, observing, that the copperplate upon which the coup- 
terfeit engraving had been made bad been cut off one side of Brigham’s 


Deseret curreney plate he brought away with him the currency plate. 


After the trial Brigham refused to take them baek, but brought his ae- 
tion against tlie Marshal, PK. Dotson, in the Probate Court. Probate 
bec throughout the Territory held in violation of the organic act, 

ified into courts of co-equal jurisdiction, with, the Federal courts. 
11 is one-of Brigham’s methods of destroying and nullifying. the Fed- 
eral courts. He installe into these Probate Courts his most devéted 
ereatures. An appeal’ tan be made from these courts to the District 


Court, but the appeal is almost always refused. ‘I defy the delegate 
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show"that Brigham ever brought ap,action in ons of these creature 
‘courts of his in he did Ot coume he obtained a 
judgment against Marshal, Dotson for some: twenty-six hundred dol- 
lars. It would have beem as much more if he had only said the word. 
An appeal is refused; is! issued; Dotson'd property is sold 
and he is turned out of His house propeity t that would rent for five 
dollars per sonum—Brigham’ agent having bought it in. 
un a good, efficient officer in ruined in) Utah for, having.faithfully 
endeavored to prevent fraud upon the Goverument Treasur yy 
have the plates here, (exhibiting thetn.) I have shown them to 
‘ efigravers in the city, and they tell me the original Host of making 
them could not be more than five or six hundred dollars and say that 
they can be put iu as good order as ever they were for twenty-five 
dollas / No- stronger evidence could be adduced showing the abso- 
lute control of Brigham Young over the courts of Utah. 
The Federal courts ard powerless to do good, and are used 
when they can subserve the purposes of the Merůãos. 
The ,weak, timid, semporiaing, cowardly. policy | which has. ever 
been pursued towards Utah by the Federal Goverament, has only led 
to disorganization and anarchy. and to the open violation of; the most 
F exhibited, Utah befare the world as the gloomy 
theatre where murder and robbery. alternately, shift the scene. 
: The Courts being deprived of aid and protection in the a or 
tion of the law, aud 
punishment. „ nt ai god! beer 
Marshal Dotson, holding warrants, for, the, arrest ot almost 
dred murderers, including the participators in the horrible butcheries 
at the Mountain Meadows, is compelled to return those warrants, un- 
executed fon the reason, as he solemaly states, that he, has not the 
ability to.serye hem. In utter disgust he resigns, his office ; and in 
this connection his letter. of resignation, addressed to nem is 


worthy of, perusal : viet 
Lake’ Orry, U. T., 


_ “President of the United States: 
“Sik: I. here tender ‘to enoy m United, States 
chat the policy of ‘your Administration has been fatal to Federal supremsey 
in Utah, and can only tend to build — al aR 
cal and ecglesiastioal power of Brighem Young and his syccessors,. 
"The unaked, and to this dag derided pardon extended to treason, bs onl | 
tended to encourage traitors, and the presence of Federal troops crippled and 
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humiliated by the instructions and restrictions imposed on them, serves 
the purpose of enriching the ster of Merton 


che ends of Mormon polity. 

“The courts of the United States in this Tortiviey, powerless to do good in 
dreadful mockery of justice, are compdiled to lend the power and miajesty of 
the law to subserve the evil designs of the very..oriminals they seek to punish. 


to. protect thay epocerage 

The Federal officers of the Territory, and annoyed continually by 
‘those whose cordial support and co-operation éould alone enable them effectu- 
‘ally to sustain the dignity of the e which they occupy, ee karten 
— 

Though willing to serve the administration 4 deb ap- 

* 

% 

P. K. Dorson, 

“ United States Marshal for Utah Territory.” 


‘Mormonism and its results as ‘practically exhibited, I am aware that 
oompelled by lack of time, the retiew has necessarily been ‘meagre. 
‘I have, however, endeavored to ‘out the salient points, and if I 
know myself, have nothing extenuated nor set down aught in malice. 
I have given to you nothing but what the truth of history will prove. 

I take it for granted that what I have shown, clearly establishes 
that the system of poligamy in Utah is distasteful to the female portion 
of the community, and that the manner in which it is enforced is but 
a system of enslaving the women, und of enforcing their subjection 
to the ‘lustful desires of the hoary headed leaders of the church. 

I have also shown that they teach and practice the crime of rob- 
dery under the assumed gark of religion, and that they also teach and 
‘practice fhe doctrine of shediling of blood for ‘the remission of sins, 
I have given to you instance after instante wherein they have com- 
mitted their robberies and murders. I might continue the catalogue 
it it wes necessary 

‘The question now presented is, shall this system be permanently fas- 
tened upon our body politic. It may be said that under the Consti- 
tution of the United States, every man is guaranteed the right to 
worship God according to the dictates of his own conscience, and 
that the Government has no right to, interfere with this people in the 
practice of their religious faith, I deny that the Constitution eon- 
templates the protection of every class of persons who may assume 
to themselves a religious faith at wur with the most cherished senti- 
momiity throughout’ the Christian and civilized 
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world. I contend that we owe it as a duty to manifest our 

bation of practices and doctrines so odious, and that it is our daty to 
retain this Mormon ‘people under the general jurisdiction of the Goy- 
ernment, so that their institutions may be teached by Federal legisla- 
tion if necessary, 

we are unwilling that the stain and disgrace shall be fastened upon 
us. It is a duty enjoined upon us by che common obligations of jus- 


tice and humanity. 
There can be no doubt ihe We l Mormon community 
are misled in their errors by a set of heartless fanatical leaders. 


Their success may be much attributed to their isolation. That isola- 


tion, the fast filling up of the great basin, because of its vast 


mineral deposits, will soon do away with. Nevada now has a 
population equal to Utah. Thriving towns and cities are springing 
up on the Humboldt river, and in near proximity to the Mormons. 
Brigham sees this, and he knows and feels that he must place himself 
in a position to prevent the consequences to his system which will 
grow out of this contiguity of settlement. He feels that he cannot 
keep his women where they have a chanee to get away, unless he can 
protect himself by legislation, further than he is able to do while his 


community remains under the general jurisdiction of our Government.. 


It is on that account that he manifests so great a desire to become an 
independent State. I say he desires to become a State, for under his 
tyranical sway, and with the system that is now prevalent, Brigham 
would be the State, and the State would be Brigham, 

I say, again, there does exist, on the part of this Government, an 
obligation to withhold from the Mormon people, as far as lies in the 
power of the Government, the means of fostering and perpetuating 
this system. It is involved in the general duty of preserving untar- 
nished the fair fame of our country; it is enjoined by self-respect and 
the promptings of an enlightened humanity. The civilized world 
would view with reprobation and disgust, and the American heart 
would shrink with shame at the admission of Utah in the family of 
States upon an equality with other States of the Union. 

The people of Utah have nothing but ill will towards our Govern- 
ment. The great masses know nothing of our institutions—they come 
to Zion, not to America, They are hurried through the settled por- 
tions of our country without being allowed to become acquainted 
with our people or institutions. Upon arriving in Utah they hear 
nothing but abuse of our people—the whole fountain of patriotism is 
polluted, and they are taught that they owe neither allegiante or love 
to our Government. Treason and insubordination are openly taught. 
God forbid that this people should be admitted into the Union as an 


and. thus show in a most indubitable manner chat fe 
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independei nt I protest against i it in ‘the: name of humanity, 
be violate by the admigsion | I Protest against it on 

behalf of bed ponstituents who have a deep itterest in the institutions 
chat are to pre yail in basin ! I protest against it 
in the 1 name she on beha f the | mürd red yictims of the cruel Mor- 
mon faith, Whose mouldering bones 5 171 U in almost every 
valley in the Territory! I protest against t on behalf ‘of the down- 
trodden and andone women of Utah, who, with their female posterity, 
in al time to — n bles those that would not aid i in keeping 
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MASSAGRE AT THE MOUNTAIN, MEADOWS—MUBDER. or 
THE PARISHES ABD POTTER—MURDER OF THE 

_ AIKEN PARTY—MURDER'OF JONES AND 00 

* OF FORBES. 


jadi mod *. 
» of lo bedoao aye Bone 
. Tate 
laat, George — 
town of Payson, oame to the Indian ta to look at some fat cattle.that | 


I proposed selling, and in the ou e of that he bad learned. 
that the Californie emigrants om the southern. route had got themselves into « 
very serious difficulty with the Piedes, who. had given them to understand that 
they could not pass through their country, and on sttempting to. disregard this 
injunetion, found themselves surrounded by the Indians, compelled to seek. 
shelter bebind their wagons. He said he had learned these facts from an er- 
press man, who passed his honse that morning with » mewege from the Indians 
to President Young, inquiring of him whet. they must de with the Americana 
The express man had been allowed one, hundred consecutive hours in Which to 
perform the trip of nearly, three hundred miles and return, which Mr. Hancock 
felt confident he would do, On the day following, one of the Utah Indiana, 
who had been. absent, for some. days gathering pine nuts, ot the Sevier 
lake, returned, and. said chat the Mormons. bed killed ell the emigrants He 


said he learned this news from, a band of, the Piedes, but could not tell when 


the fight occurred, or how. had been. killed. „One the Utaba.named 
Spoods, came to the farm on the morning of the 14th, having traveled all nicht, 
and also confirmed the report of the diffianlty between the emigrants and the 
Piedes, but stated that when hig brother Ammon (chief, who lives in the Piede 
country,) went to Iron connty to,persuade the Fiedes te leave the road, the: 
whereupon an altercation arose between the bishyp, and the sack 
thought that the had 
grants on the southern ne the Piede Iadiana and the re- 
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port was confirmed by several other persons who visited the farm; but the 
Indians insisted that Mormons, and not Indians, had killed the Americans. 

This affair had become sg much the St of tion, that, on the 17th, 
I started an Indian boy, named Pete, who speaks the English language quite 
fluently, with instructions to proceed to Iron county on a secret route, and to 
learn from the Piedes if possible, and ales from the Utahs, what the nature of 
the difficulty was, and who were the instigators of it. He returned ‘on the 
28d, and reported that he only went to Ammons vil in Beaver county, 
county: 

They having. pertiein — the emigrants, 
but said that the Mortions persuaded them ifito it They said that about ten or 
eleven sleeps ago; Ah D. thes 
cans were very had people, and always made a rule to kill Indians whenever 
they had a chance. He said, also, that they had often killed the Mormons, 
who were friends to the Indians. He then prevailed on them to attack the 
emigrants, who were then passing through the country, (about one hundred in 
number,) and promised them that if they were not strong enough to whip 
them, the Mormons would help them. The- Medes made the attack, but were 
repulsed on three different occasions, when Lee and the bishop of Ceder City, 
with a number af Mormons, approaghed the camp of the emigrants, under pre- 
text of trying to-settle the difficulty, and with lying, seductive overtures, suc- 
ceeded in indueing the nts to lay down their weapons of defense and 
admit them asd their savage allies inside of théir breast works, when the work 
of ‘destruction begat, and, in the languagé of the unsophisticated boy, “ they 
cut al their throats but a few that slarted to run off, and thé Piedes shot them!” 
He also stated thet tore tome fiftestt or children that were 
not killed, and were in charge of the bishop. 

Leo'and the bishop took alf the stock, [over . thousand head; as also a large 
amount of money. The Mormon version of this affair is that the Piedes went 
to’ the emigrant’ camp and for meat and they ve them beef with 
strychnine upon it, and ‘that ‘when Brighiin’ learned this fast, he sent word 
back to them’ to'do'with the'Américans they’ thought proper. Rut 1 have 
not yet been able to learn that the strychnfne bad Milled any of the Indians, or 
even made them ‘sick. A teport'aleo reached the Indian farm on Spanish Fork. 
about the 16th of September, that the Bunke In under a chief named 
Little Soldier, had ‘attacked’ an ‘emiigrant, named Squires, from Missouri, who 
was camped wear Ogden, atid driven off all his cattle, [over four hundred.) to- 
gether with ‘all the mules and Hordes belongitig' to im. But the Utahs made 
no hesitation in asserting that the Mormons took the stick themselves, and that 
they had learwed about it from some Goch-Utes who Hve in’ Rush valley. 

In ‘of the truth of this report’ of the Utahs, I learned a few 
days Ben Delaware Indian, he Hees with the Snakes in 
Weaber valley thet sometime in the early part of September, Dimiek B. Hunt- 
ington, [interpreter for Brigham Young, } and Bishop W est, of Ogden, came to 
the Snake village, sad told the Indians ‘that ‘wanted them to run off 
the emigrants’ battle, and if they mould ‘db so they might have them as their 
own. 
taking the theft, and be advised them to have nothing to 
6——̃—ꝛ—ꝛ—ꝛ— — a’ 
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81 
their taking the stock; whereupon the chiefs told them that they did not want 
it, and if the Mormons wanted it let them go and get it themsetves, and so the 
interview ended. Simon thinks that:if any of the Indians had anything to do 
mons got tlie stock. ** 
unoertain and deficient: in 
© would say, that the oomm⁰Iö of these erimés boed- ho proof, there existence 
being generally admitted: The only questions to be determined are who insti- 
gated them? and whose testimony is deserving the most credit—the Mormons 
or the Indians? And under existing efreumstances I am free to say that I pre- 
fer yielding my eredenve to the more unsophisticated. I have frequently been 
told vy the chiefs of thé Otabis; that Brighanr Young was trying to bribe them 
to join in rebellion against the United States by offering them guns, ammuni+ 
tion, and blankets, on cénditiot thint they would assist in opposing the advance 
of the United States troops into the Territory, and he has not only made these 
overtures by his agents, but has at sandty times made them in person. How 
far he may have succeeded in hie plots of treason, at the expense of the gov- 
ernment, may not as yet be fully known and understood, but one thing ie or- 
tain, that the more powerfut tribes of the Utabs and Snakes have so far’resist- 
ed all the allurements that have been offered them and kept themselves untram-— 
meled by this unholy ern 


participate in it. 


| OF oti teed : 
| Burvoxe, 1668 

I have.the honor to vou pursuance of instructions 
received from the edjutent general's + officg of thia department, dated April 17, 
1859, left Odmp Floyd Utah the 2ist of April, 1680, to pro- 
ceed to Santa Clara, in order to pro , travellers on the road to California, 
and to inquire into certain s said to 


Indiane in that vicinity... 
of one company, ef dragoons and two 


of*interest my arrival at the Mountain Meadows, 
which are situated about one hundred and fifty ‘miles south of Camp Floyd, 
and on the'southern rim of the basin. Here I found human skulls, bones, and 
hair, sdattered about, and sorapé of slothing of men, women, and children. I 
saw one girl's dress, apparently that of a child ten or twelve years of age. 
These were the rewains of 4 party of peacefel inhabitants: of the United 
States, consisting of men, Women, und children, and numbering about one 
hundred and fifty, who were removing with their effects from the State of 
Arkansas to the State of California, These emigrants were here met by the 
Mormons (assisted by such of the wretched Indians of the neighborhood as 

_ they could forse or persuade to join,) aud massacred, with the exception of 
such infant children eee 
tell of the affair. the Mormon had thelr faces painted so as to disguise 
themselves as Indians. 

‘The Mormons were lod on by John Uu Le then a high dighitary in the self. 
Seints, and ‘sed ‘Haight, 
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This affair began by u surprise. The emigrants, were encamped near 3 
spring from which there is a ravine, Along this ravise the Mormons and 
Indians orept to the spring during the night. When the emigrants eros in 
the morning they were fired n and some twelve or fifteen of them killed. 
The emigrants then seized their arme and defended themselves 20 bravely . 
that, after four, days, the Mormons and Indians had not succeeded in extermi- 
nating them. This horrid affair was finished. by an ast of treachery. John 
D. Lee, having washed the paint from his feee, came to the emigrents and 
told them that if they would; surrender themselves, and, give, their property 
to the Indians, that the Mormons would conduct, them safely back to Cedar 
City. The emigrants then surrendered, with their wives and children, They 
were taken about a mile ands half from the spring,,where they, their wives 
and their children, (with the 1 ware ruthjesaly 
killed. 4 Mind oct gi 

The infants wale taken to boden were ‘or. 
given away to such of the Mormons as desired them, It is a notorious fact 
that these infants never have been with the Indiana The property of the 
emigrants was taken City, where pus up at public 
and sold. * 

These facts were children could . 
tell of the matter, from Indiana, and from the Mormonaphemeaiven, The e 
occurred in the month of September, in 187... at 

On leaving the Mountain Meadows, I 12 th, 3 
the river Santa Clara; where I arrived on thé sth of May, 1859. I sent for 
Jackson, the chief of the tribe, id to be most hostile to the Somer He 
acknowled, ed that he bad * eome Wr es on th people of of A 
United States, He made the humble ons of tae con- 
duct, in which I put some relianee,” if he is e to commit overt 
acts by the Mormons. These Indians are & miseräble ret ‘of ggers and 

nothing is to be apprehended from them bat by . it 
party. 

The commanding general having concluded that th objects of ‘the expedi 
tion were accomplished, I returned to Cap U van Territory, 
to his instructions hep * 
‘Tamir, very R 
‘CAMPBELL, 
Camp Floyd, 


* 12 ont 211 m bigo 
May 6, 
Carram: I have the bonor to report, that NE accompanied by 


the detachment of men furnished by ar, 2 N inter the ro- 
mains of the men, women, and children of Arkansas emigrant train, mas- 


* 

* 


month of September, 1867. 

At 
marked by a small defensive trench made by the emigrants, a number of human 
skulls and bones, and hair, were found scattered about, bearing the appearance 
of never having beenburied; also remnsate of bedding and wearing apparel. 

On examining the trenches or exeavations, which appear to have been with- 
in the corral, and within whieh it was supposed some written aecount of the 
massecre might have been concealed, some few human bones, human hair, and 
what seemed to be the feathers of bedding, only were discerned. . 

Proceeding twenty-five hundred yards in a direction N. 15° W., I reached a 
ravine fifty yards distant from the road, bordered by few bushes of scrub. 
oak, in which I found portions of the skeletons of many bodies—skulls, bones, 
and matted hair—most of which, on examination, I concladed to be those of 
men. Three bundredend fifty yards further on, and in the same direction, 
another assembly of human remains were found, whieh, by all appearance, had 
been left to decay upon the surface. Skulls and bones, most of which I be- 
lieved to be those of women, aleo of children, probably ranging from six to 
twelve years of age Here, too, were found masses of women’s hair, children’s 
bonhets) such open the plains, and pieces of 
calicoes, and other material, part of women’s and 
buried thirteen skulls and maay 

Some of the remains above referred to were found ‘upon the surface of the 
ground, with a little earth partially covering them, and at the place where 
the men were massacred; some lightly buried, but the majority were scattered 
about upon the plain. Many. of the skulls bore marks of violence, being 
pierced with bullet holes, or shattered heavy blows, or: cleft with some 
sharp-edged instrument. The bones were and worn by long exposure 
to the elements, and bore the impress of the teeth of wolves or other wild anima la 

The skulls found upon the ground ‘near the epring, or position of first attack 
and adjoining our camp, were eight in number, These, with the other re- 
mains there found, were buried, under my supervision, at the base of the bill 
upon the hill-side of the valley, 

At the rate, 250 yards distant from the spring, the relative positions and 
general eral appearance of the remains seemed to indicate that the men were there 
taken by surprise and massacred. Some of the skulls showed that firearms 
had been dischatged close to the head. I have buried eighteen skulls and 
parts of many more skeletons, found scattered over the space of a mile towards 
the lines, in which direction they were no doubt dragged by the wolves 

No names were found upon any article of spparel, or any peculiarity in the 
remains, with the exeeption of one bone, the upper jew, in which the testh' 
were very closely crowded, and which contained one front tooth more than 
is generally found. 

Under my direotion, the above-mentioned remains were 
the respective locality being marked with mounds of tons. 

an CHARLES 1 
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1 Cu U. T. Marek 18, 1859. 
Sr : I left Salt Lake 5 Oy last Sunday to visit the southern ludians, ao to 
bring the seventeen children remaining from the men in ane 


inl N. of the facts bee Jane and October, and have, 
within twenty days, received highly important and reliable information of the 
Mountain Meadow butebering affair. With the facts in my possession now, I 
may succeed in recovering some of the property. Facts in my possession 
warrant me in estimating that there was distributed, a few days after the mas- 
sacre, among the leading church dignitaries, — Yona of property, * 
presumable they also had bo me money! 

I will make such inquiry about this e as contingent . 
cumstances will admit. I know that the Indians are bad enough; I am aware, 
also, that it is, and especially has been, . to — 
the Indians in all euch oa 


your obedient w Yo od of 
Hen J. W. Dns ic ber 
Comm’ of Indian Ain, Washington, DG, bos sting 
ot fad R ent’s Orrton, Uran, 
Sin Te has my for sothe weeks ive you more full 


statement than heretofore, given of the Mountain u. dow ody, and of the 


children saved from it. 
4 massacre of such unpafatleled magnitude 0 on American soil must necessa- 

y excite | much interest in eae mind. From ‘information received from 
various sources during the last twelve months, r am enabled to give you a re- 
liable account of the emigrant compan in | question, and the children remalu- 
i 22 also some of the causes and | reumstances of the inhuman massacre. 

& 
company, was composed of abot and one hundred and 


ty one hundred and forty’ persoué, and, 1 "think, from John. 
ston county, Arkansas. 
tive to the gene ai Balter and Sénduet of the oompany towards the peo- 
120 this’ Territory i in their Journey through i, and am justified in ‘Saying 
at they conducted thémsél¥és with roprigty. 
It is generally that thé * y was abundanth 
with traveling and extra horses, cattl 4. They had about t | 
— and about thirty’ müdes and Horses “And ‘tit hundred bead of 


passing through City, Utah Ping t Corn ‘Creek fi 
from Fillmore City, aga one hundred and south of tllis 
city, the company camped several 2 At this place, and within a few miles 


a ndian farm, (cominéiided a few years ago for the Pah- vantstribe, and 


all living on it,) it is alleged that the said emigrant cbiipiity treated the In- 
dians most inhumanly; auch as poisowing a ‘and i impreg- 


~ 
* 
‘ 

— 
‘ 


miles south of Fillmore, informed mie that about twenty Indians und 

compan was encamped in the n hborhood, an that his wife, white engaged 
in rend 

who was assisting her died in a few days. 


wor 


I have not been apprised of any investigation 1 the time dy the Indian a 
. who were then in tho Territory, oF of an offidial Investigation by the 


thorities of “Tt seems that Dt: Ras dx died about 
the time these — people were camped i in the heighborhood: I cantot 
difficulty the company had with the Pah-vint Indians 
The ox died from eating - 
ous — most of valleys in thie Territory, and it is by 
means uncommon for cattle to poisoned’ and did from "tHe effects of this 


been apprised that this excited any of them emigrants, And after’ 
strict inquiry I cannot learn that oven on Uh 
massacre. Those persons in Fillmore, and further South, who belleve that’s 

ng was poisoned with APeenis, ad the tient Of a dead ox with strychnine, 
massacre to the alleged poisoning. Why an dbtigrant eottipany; and éspecially 
farmers, would carry with them so much deadly poison’ is Tet bei b 
I regard che poisoning affair as entitled to no consideration.’ Yn sy 
bad men; for bad purpose have magnified for 


petration of a crime that has no parallel in e e for atrocit 
I hear nothing more of the emigrant Ree ar 


tain Meadow vallöy, About the 2d dr Sf Septentbar, I/. tt 
seven miles in length east and west, ont pring at 


each end. 10 Wbout the bentre, and mom tor at termed 
the “rim of the Ter- 
ritory, and west into the Peeid w in 
hills or ; fe 4 ‘cote of 


pasture. 
ht the spring in Wl ‘Aba mber, 
807, by Mr. Jacob Hamblin. due to Mr. Hamblin to r ha len 


several Weeks börbre the 
David Tulis (was livin with Mr. 


was — asked if there was water 
end of — 1 OF fre 
ings after if ther — 


1 then’ asked 2 the 


1. — 


d 


* 
/ 
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Answer. I believed it was the Indians fighting the emigrant company diel 
od at, the apring at the other end ofthe erg. 

Why, did you not notify the neprest settlement 

kpew of the % om to 


Why Ald. yop, 

4. Was you afraid! 19 

8. How, soon did you, nem, white men! 
Answer, Two or three days. aftermarde—that — ; these 

persona, looked Jike, travellers... I think they. went to bury the dead. 


6. Did van ee many Indians 
Drag. she fighting, the Indian 


road. 
J. many shore in the tenis; 
Answer. Yes . 91 mung, 
pry 
spring or some.cattle at Corn creek, — 
10 What was your opinion of the uh 

Answer, I thought there must have been some fuse with the Indians slong, 


* j 4 nos a 
Answer, I beard, they. 
wagens where then were camped, 
Indians took them te Cedar City I aleo saw the, 


22 ** over see any of the property in the possession of whites! 1 
er. No. * 
14 Did you ever hear any one,telk about the property! dt 4 
Answer, No... wert a) pf 


Vagos riy 
‘This in pathot the stetement of Tuli, made to me in: presence of Win. 
n last, while on my trip to Sante Clare He was travel- 
with we ‘ainter creek. 
‘Lill give you s few axteacte from the statements by Alfred, who is civil, 
ined Shoshonee Indian, raised by Mz. Jecoh Hamblin, and waa then and is Still 


living, v 


— 


4 
| 
4 | 
on the 
‘ 
] 
* 
y or Loa, ; 
\ 
* 
— } 


ey shot some with arrows and gung aud others were Killed’ with 1 
ed with some of the Indians (the ‘dey they were killed ;) they ware 1. 
noh to them, Some of thé during the four 

‘to 


five days ‘Hiring, 

Megdow valley; they ker x. ‘the 

Quéstion. “Why did Yo 


bag “Tae 


Qiiestion. How to get out of thé corral 


"They 4 
‘were doming to our House, and when they were about 4 ‘from the 
Sons, the Indiana, were hid béhidd ook brush and on them. 

10. to the place the tame day, and saw the dead ) Some were 
atript, ‘dnd some were dressed. The Indians w quarrel- 
Kar I saw the children going past our house. ‘All thie ch. 
stopped at our house.” 
Answer. Mr. David Tulis bro t them all to our * 

Question. Was Mr. 

valley and day of the ?? 
Answer. He left home sévéral weeks ‘before the | 
turned several days after ‘the 197 
These persons lived at Mr. Hamblin's and within threo and half miles of 
; yet neither were there, if ons ig te be- 

Teoncinds, from the met relishle information, that the promiscn- 
ously camped near the spring, intending to remain some days to recruit the 
‘stock, preparatory to crossing the several deserts before reaching California. 
‘They bad no ‘apprehension of serids denger when they fires renclied the val- 
ley, and for several-days afterwards, or from Friday until Monday morning. 
The company then corralled the wagome, and made a protective fort, by filling 
with 


company dy Indiens on Monday mofning, sad continued daily until Fridey 
morning, September 9. The camp ‘was ‘surrounded ‘continudlly, preventing 
any One from leaving the corral without bazarding life, during fve-orsix days. 
is impossible to omprehend the On the fatal morning 
two wagone spproached the corral, and several whites effected: promise, 
the emigrants giving up all their arma, with the assurance that thie lives of all 
should be saved and ednducted back in»eafety to Cedar City, The company 
started under the care and direction of ‘white men; the wounded, old women, 
and children were taken in the two wagons, They proceeded about one and 


i 
" 
| 
a 
6 
| 
| 
| 


#8 
a half mile toward Cedar, when suddenly, and in obedience to a signal, the 
work of. death commenced. The N ere secreted in a few acres of 
oak brush and sage, the only thing of the kin I, saw in the valley. My im- 
pression is that from one handred.and fifteen to one hundred and twenty were 


there murdered. Several escaped ; only three got out, of the valley; two of 
whom were soon overtaken and shot down, One adult . 12 as the Muddy, 


and was returning with two persons from California, but he waa 
ken and shot by Indians, ad 
From the evidence * my possession, Tam ustitied in, the d on thi 


this massacre was concocted by white men and consummated by whites and 
diana The names of many of the whites engaged in this act i ie 
pene B proper legal suthorities - 
I will in due time take th steps for {the recovery of | the property, 
The seventeen little children, all that I can learn of, were, 
massacre to Mr. Hamblin’s House by John D. Lee, Pores Tulis . in 
& wagon, either the same evening or the followi „The ehildren 
were sold out, to different 8 in Cedar Gity, beta and Painter Creek. 
Bills are pow, in my different individuals, payment 
the Government * e 00 ad to become the medium of even trans- 


mitting euch to the department. bey 
Below is 7 reoovered by me and ‘brought, to. this city, 


fifteen Shinde give 


Sorel : * Mary brope W 
John n Am 


W. Huff; Charles and Annie Francher; Betsey and Jane Babe, Rebeoes, 


Louisa, and Sarah Dunlap; William (Weleh) Baker. A 
I remain, ——ç— * 171 


"on ef Inn Waning, | 


— 


Hermes — * ledge. of the whereabouts of 
much of the property taken from these ill-fated emigrant, and, if I am not mis- 
informed, in possession of a lenge quantity of it. Why net make him diegorge 
this ill-gotten plunder, aud disclose the amount escheated to and sold ont by 
the Mormon Church as its share of the blood of helpless victims! When — 
enters into a league with hell and a covenant with death, he should not 
˙ 
Dr. Jacob Forney, superintendent of Indian affaire, while the rest of his party 
refused, in bie hearing aud that of Lee, to share the hospitality of this nojo- 
rious murderefh—TB18 SCOURGE OF THE DESERT, - This man Lee does not deny, but 
dite that he was present at the massacre, but pretends that he was there to 
prevent bloodshed; but.positive evidence implicates him as the leader of the 
murderers too deeply ſor denial. The children point him out as one of them 
that did the bloody work. He and other white men hed these children, and 
they never were in the hands of the Indians, but in those who murdered them 
and Jacob Hamlin and Jacob Forney know it. The children pointed out to 


1 * 
4 
* 
* 
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us the dresses and jewelry of their mothers and sisters that now grace the 
angelic forms of these murderérs’ women and children. Verily it would seem 
— —-— this wholesale slaughter. a 


ill-fatéd train consisted of eighteen wagons, eight. —— 


head of cattle, household goods to a large amount, besides money, estimated 
at eighty or ninety thousand dollars, the greater part of which, it is believed, 
now makes rich the harems of this John D Lee. Of this train a man, whose 
name is unknown, fortunately eseaped at the time of the massacre to Vegas, 
one hundred miles distant from the scene of blood, on the Califordia road. He 
was followed by five Mormons, who through promises of safety, &., prevailed 
upon him to: begin his return to Mountain Meadows, and, contrary te their 
promises and his just expectation, they inhumanly butched him, laughing at 
and disregarding his loud and repeated cries for mercy; as witnessed and 
told,by Ire Hatch, one of the five ‘The object. in killing this man was to leave 
no witness competent to give testimony in a court, oi justice, put God, whose 
ways are inscrutable, has thought proper, shrough the instrumeutality of 
the “babes and sucklings” recovered by us to bring to light this most horrible 
tradgedy, and make known its barbarons and inhuman perpetrators. 
Already a step has been taken by Judge Cradlebaugh ia the right direction, 
of which we see the evidence in the flight of presidents, bishops, and elders to 
the mountains, to escape the just penalty of the law for their crimes. If the 
vengeance of the Lord is slow, it is equally sure. The Mormons who know 


better, have reported that the principals, and in fact, all the actors in this 


fearful massacre, were Indian savages; but subsequent events have thrown 
sufficient light upon this mystery to fix the foul blot indellibly upon the 
Mormon escutcheon. Many of the leaders are well known. John D. Lee was 
the commander-in-chief. President Haight. end Bishop Smith. of Cedar City, 
and, besides these, one hundred * a accomplices, are known to Judge 
Oradlebaugh and Dr. Forney. 761 U JAMES LYNOH, . 


James Lynch, being duly sworn, states on oath that all the material facts, 
stated by him in the fo ing affidavit, so far as he states the same as of his 
own owledge are true, and so far as he states the same as from information 
derivéd from others, as also the conclusions drawn from the same, he believes 


to be true, and farther saith not. een, Pe. 


undersigned 41. on oath, that . foregoing ‘affidavit has been care- 
fully read to them ; that they are the identical med in it as hat 
been employed by Dr. Jacob For ey, to return with bm! h him to t Lake Cit 
K vent from Bea ver City we said Forney south, and back again, a that 
we fully concur In the e made by James Lynch, Esq., in the foregoing 
affidavit, as to what we saw and heard on the trip, and the conduct ‘of Dr. 


a n, of Indian affairs, and farther say not. 


| THOMAS DUNN, 

“Subscribed and ewor to before os Jaly 


of Supreme Curt. 


e 


Sage 


| 

| 

| 

* i 


—— 


. 


Orrice, Urin, 
6100 Great Halt Lake Gity, 

Sm: Your letter dated July 2, in whieh you request me to'aseertain the 
names of white men, if any, implicated in the Mountain ann. 
reached me several weeks since, about 800 miles west of this city. 

I gave several months ago othe ,Atéersey (Generali and: severe) sthe 
United States judges, the names of those who I believed were not only im- 
plicated, 
ful termination of the whole affair. n 

Haight, Cedar City, president of several settiements*south: Bishop Smith, 
Gedar City; John D. Lee, Harmony; John M. Higby, Cedar City ; Bishop 
Davis, David Tallis, Santa Clara; Ira Hateh, Santa Clara. These were ‘the 
cause of the massacre, aided by others. — at 


— 


ant 


| Batre from annual of September 2 1858 


“MOUNTAIN MEADOW MASSACRE. 


emigrants from Arkansas, emigrating to 


. at a Spring in the west end of Mountain Meadow valley on the 
Sd or 4th September, 1857. On the 9th of said month, and near the said 
spring, one hundred and fifteen to one huhdred end twenty were inhumanly 
meseacred. The, lives of seventeen children were spared, who were from two 
months to seven years old. This massacre was brought to my official notice by 
a letter from the Hon. C. E. Mix, received June, 1858, instructing me to make 
inquiry, and recover, if possible, certain children, who, it was supposed, were 
saved from the massacre, and were supposed to be living with Mormons end 
Indians. Sixteen of the surviving children were collected in July, 1858, and 
were placed in a respectable family in Sante Glara, three hundred and fifty 
miles south of this city, and were provided for by my directions. The-seven- 
teenth child wes recovered last April. None of the children were claimed by 
or were living with or among the Indians, They were taken from thé field of 
slaughter the evening of the day their friends were killed, and conveyed ina 

n to Mr. Hamblin’s house, in the east end of the valley, by Jobn D. Lee 
sad Deal Daniel Talis, and perhaps others. The following day the children were 
divided out and placed in different Mormon families in Cedar City, Harmony, 
Santa Clara, 40, from whence they were collected in pursuance of my dirge- 
tions. A massacre of such unparalleled magnitude on American soil must, 
sooner or later, demand thorough investigation. I have availed myself, during 
the last twelve months, of every opportunity to obtain reliable information 


— of sing the Indians of thi 
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erime. I eommenced my inquiries without prejudice or selfish motive, and 
with the hope that, in the progress of my inquiries, facts would enable me to 
exculpate all white men from any partitipation in this tragedy, and saddle the 
guilt. exclusively upon the Indians; bat, unfortunately, every step in my in- 
quiries satisfied me that the Indians acted only a secondary part. Conflicting 
— the behavior of thie emigrant company while 
travelling through the Territory. I bare sevordingly deemed it a matter of 
this subject; not chat bad oonduet on their part could in any-degree pallinte 
‘the enormity of the crime, or be regarded as any extenustion. My object was 
‘commen justice tothe surviving orphana The result of my inquiries enables 
moe to aay that the company conducted themselves with propriety. They were 
Indian ſarma 105 bare ¢ 
Persons 
spring with arsenic and the meat of a dead ox with strichnine. This ox died. 
unquestionably, from eating a poisonous weed which grows in most of the 
valleys here. Persons in the,southern part of the Territory told me last spring. 
when on a southern trip, that from fifteen to twenty Pah-vant, Indians (of these 
on Corn Creek farm) died from drinking the water of the poisoned spring and 
eating of the poisoned meat, Other equally unreasonable stories were told me 
about these unfortunste people. 
That an emigrant company, as respectable ag I believe this was, would carry 
slong: several pounds of arsepic and strichnine, apparently for no other pur- 
pose then to poison cattle and Indians, is too improbable to be true. I cannot 
thes the Pah-vants bad any difficulty with these people. The massacre 
took place only about one hundred miles south of Qorn greek, and yet not any 
of those Indians were present. Bad white men have magnified a natural cause 
to aid them in exciting the gouthern Indiana, hoping, that, by so doing. they 
‘could be relied vpon to. exterminate Seid company and escape. detection 
themselves, Thus, on the Monday morning subsequent to the Friday, ach or 
5th of September, the dey they camped at the spring, the Indians commenced 
| firing upon.them, aed continued daily until and during the eighth day of their 
encamping, but without accomplishing much. Several were killed, however, 
and a few wounded. When the company first apprehended an attack, they 
formed a corral with, their wagons, and filled up with earth to the wagon beds, 
which made a protecting fort. White men were present and directed the In- 
diana. John D. Lee: of Hatmony, ‘told me, in bis own ‘honse, last April in 
presence of two persons, that he was present three successive days during the 
fight, and was present during the fatal day. The Indians alone made their 
last attack on the 8th of September. On the 9th, John D. Lee and others, 
whose names I gave in my letter of the 23d ultimo, displayed a white flag, and 
approached the .corrabwith toe wagons, and bad a long interview with the 
proposed 6 compromise. What there, ccqurred has not trans- 
The emigragt company gave up all their arms, with the expectation 
and Cedar city, The old women, children, and wounded were taken in the 
wagons, and the compeny proceeded towards Panther creek, when, suddenly, 
ata signal, the work of death eommenced, abont one and a half mile from the 
spring, at a place where there was abont an acre of scrub-oak brush. Here 
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not less, I think, than one hundred and fifteen men, women, and children, were 
danghtered by white men and Indians: ‘Three men got out of the valley, two 

of whom,were soon overtaken and killed; the other reached Muddy creek, 

white man. 12 ont. 

Thus terminated the most atrocious 

American history. Whoever may have been the perpetrators of this horrible 

deed, no doubt exists in my mind that they were influenced chlefly by a deter- 

“mination to ‘acquire wealth by robbery: It is in evidence, from respectable 

ssourees, that material changes have taken plade in the pecuniary condition of 

_eertain individuals suspected of complicity in this affair. It is to be regretted 

that no well-direeted effort has been made to bring the guilty to trial and pun- 

 isbment. I furnished to the proper officials the names of some of the persons 

who, I had reason to suppose, were instigators and participators in this unpar- 


7 
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of be 


Henry Higgins being sworn says, that he lived in Uédar elty, in aid Terri. 
tory, about the month of September, 1857, the time of the massacre at the 
Mountain Meadows, Some days before the massnert, he saw thé train goi 
through towards the city, he being out herding at ‘the time; train going sou th 
“afew days after, abotit sundown in the evéhing, he noticed a company of per- 
sons going out of Cedar city, two wages full, aud others on Ne about 
20 persons in all, all armed with guns. Nothing was said about where the 
were going, he inquired, but was tinable to find out. In the eOmpény that start 
ed out he récollected the following persons: William Bateman, Egra Curtis, 
Samuel Pollock, Alexander Lewe John M. Higbee, and ‘William Stewart. 
- Affiant further says, that he saw the same persons return With a lot of wag- 
ons ‘and oxen, which were loaded with plunder, there was twelve or fourteen of 
them, four to five yoke of oxen in each, they Wete drivén to Bishop P. K. Smith’s, 
there ‘uiiloaded. “Some dme after the effects’ were sold at a Tithing offico— 


and further saith not 
CRADLEBAUGH,. 


“Leaving thé commands here (Mountain Meadows) Judge Oradlebaugh and I 
proceeded forward to Cedar city, where the Judge intended to remain, some 
time, and make a thorough investigation if he could, arid the persons engaged 
in it, Owing to some disadvantage in the location of Cedar city; u large por- 
tion of the inhabitants that once dwelt there had moved away, an there was 
in eousequence good many vacant houses in the place. Judge Cradlebaugh 
4ͤ%j,ẽẽỹ 
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As soon as it became known that Judge Cradlebaugh intended holding a 
Hourt, and investigating the of de and that he would 
have troops to insure. proteetion, aud enſeree his write if. necessary; several 
persons visited him at hia zoom ab lete honm of the night, and informed himvf 
different facts connected with the massacre. All those that called thus, stated 
that it would be at the zisk of their, lives if it beeame known that they com- 
municated anything to him, and they: requested the Judge ——— nia 
daytime, not to recognize them as persone that he had seen before = 
One of the men who ealled:thas en Judge Crndlebauigh, thes be had 
| Such was the aubstanee, if not the exsct words of u statement made by a 
man to Judge Cradlebangh, in my presenge, whe,cpnfessed that he part. eipa- 
ted in the horrible evente that he related. Me aleo gave Judge Cradlebaugh 
the names of twenty-five or thirty men living in the region, who assisted in 
the massacre. He offered to make the same statements in court, if protection 
was guaranteed to him. He gave as a reason for divulging these facts that they 
‘ned, tormented bis mind and of diet 
„We had been in Geder eity but artived. with 
his command, and informed the Judge.tbet.he, bad received an express from 


General Johnson to bring back. with him ell the troops in hie commend, as the 


Mormons were assembling in the mountains omthe route, Judge Cradiebaugh 

was left without protection for those who might be salled as witmesses, or of 

arresting any persons who might flee or resist hig. writs, Without assistance of 

this kind it was useless to, attempt to hold à court, and we accordingly left on 
the next dag. with. ian Comp Boyd. ib odw 


off WX. H. ROGERS, 
fed MURDER, ae %% lia Ster ures 


and son were murdered, Wilber J: Tard and Az. N. Me Donald came to my 


house about dusk in the evening and took my husband out. My sen followed, 


and McDonald drove him back, Then I went out and crossed the street into 
my nephew's house, and stood at the open window, the house being an unfin- 
ished one, and heard Me Donald tell my husband that he could never see his 
grey horses any more. My husband replied that i he would let him go to 
Brigham Young, he would bring papers to show that the horses belonged to 
him and no one else. McDonald said we dont ears for Brigham Young, and if 
you start to see him you will never live to get there. My husband then opened 
said we dont want to shed blood 

Abraham Durfee from our house about two o’elock in the afternoon; and in the 
evening Mr. Durfee came back, and took my two sou out; soon after they left 
the house I heard a gun fire. This was a little after dark, and: shortly after - 
that the police came and searched nn I 
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vunted his body dead or alive I told them he was not there, but Carnes, the 
‘Captain of the Police told them to search the ‘house, and they searched it. 1 
remained in the house all night, moch alarmed and very lonesome. I went to 
‘the door occasionally and saw somé men fixing a wagon, and passing frequently 
‘with candles in their hands from Jolin’ Daly house to the wagon. I saw the 
‘wagon move off in the direction that my sons went. “Tt proved to be the wagon 
that brought in the dead bodies. G. MeKentie told me that he was ordered by 
the Bishop to drive the ‘wagon out, but did not know at the time what he was 
going after, that when they arrived at the place they threw the dead bodies of 
my husband, my son and Mr. over ‘Wagon’ 0 dead hoge, and said : 
“This is the way the damned apbstates go. 

the next morning after this, my — ene cathe to my 
house and told me that Orriti'was at hie house guarded by four policemen. 
‘He told mé tovcome ‘over, but to be as possible, I went over and 
ound Orrin there in bed guarded’ by four men. I knew none of the men but 
‘William Johnson. I stept towerd the bed to ask my bon if he knew where 
his father was, but Mr. Johovon jérked me away, and said if I wanted to talk 
I must talk loud. I then shed him loud, if he kwew where his father was’? 
He said he bed mot seen him Soon aſter that, my aon Albert came and told 
me that his father and hie brother, and Mr. Potter, were all dead in the 
School house. Seen aer Wey and took Orrin over to the schodl 
‘house. I followed, but was so prostrated by the circumstances that I was 
not able to go alone, but was assisted by my nephew and brother-in-law. 
When I got to the school house, I heard them ask Orrin if he had been acces- 
sory to the murder. He stated on oath that be had not, and that he did not 
know who did it. Orrin was at this time very much embarrassed. He was 
discharged after they found that he knew ndthing. 

Aster the burial, I was required to pay $48 for funeral expenses before I 
could geg back sty Husbands watch and other things he had with him. Ona 
second visit to the school house, I netieed-that a knife had been drawn through 
my husband's left hand; the fore finger hung by the skin; his hand and left 
arm were all cut up with e Kulte; a large gash in the back of his head. One 
of his suspenders was eut off; the knife pierced his body, then another wound 
lower down and more in front. There was forty-eight holes in his coat, all 
aaused by stabs; examined and counted them myself. Mr. Parrich's throat 
was out from ar to ear; lis watch had saved him one stab, there was the 
mark of a knife on it, There was four bullet holes in the left side of my 
son, My husband hid a Tertitorial order in his pocket book when he left 
home—ealled for $500; I never got it back; when I got his pocket-book it 
had a few jewels in it belonging to my sons, 4 medal, a half dollar, a twenty- 
five cent piece, the paper containing the — em end Rat! 
and McDonald was in it, but it was not returned. 

Mr who inguert anid, that where e examined 
the pocket-book on the inquest, he saw no papers of any kind. vy 

I went to Salt Lake City in July, Brigham, wlth 
promise I had made my husband. Brigham told me he knew nothing of the 
affair. Springville was ifteen years ahead of him. He would have stepped 
it had he known. anything about it. I asked’ him about the horses. He said 
he would do everything be could do to have the horses restored to me-—he 
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would write to me after ecsing Mx Bullock and Mine 


poesession of the horses, and that he had said, nothing: ub un: order f 


Brigham could get them. Brigham’s:clerk put down ima. boeh whet’ 
Brigham never wrote tome. I went to see him this winter neee 
me. It was between Obriames and Mew Yeare—could’né sep him: Iwent to 
Brigham Young's office about o'clock in the ‘morning, and sat there till 4 
o'clock in the afternoon, His clerks were present. At 4 I was told 
that I could not see Brigham Young that day, but next day to call and see him 
between 8 and 11 o'clock io the mornings I came next morning and was told 
I could’nt see. him, that he ae nobody, Mr. Sharp, chief the police in Salt 
Lake City, when I was going oa called ne back, and asked me what I would 
do about it, I told him I did'at know. I went to John Toung from there to 
Mr. Long's and noticed Mr. Sharp und one of the clerks following me; they 
called after me; they aid I should: wait till the soldiers left, and I would get 
back my horses and four fould with them. It would be best for me to drop 
it. They told — matter. I 


The first,dey I was Brigham's — 


Young dea’t want to ‘see you, such business should be put inte the hands of 
the Bishope—to see Bishop Hancock, Bishop Jobuson, and Bishop Roeberry, 
de me.. J 

tates would be allowed to leave, ii they did, hog-hobes in the fences would be 
stopped up with them. I heard. these sermens Bilder Hyde and President 
Snow, and others, preached that way. My husband was no believer: 178 


(Signed) 


March; 4. D. 1850. 
CRADLRBAUGH, 


— 


with his father's family in Springville, in March, 188, Family consisted o 
father, mother, and six children ; eldest brother, Wia Besson, aged twenty- 
two; wituess next. Lived in James O Baanion’s house+doable house; we lived 
in one end O Bannion in the other. Wecame here from Oounell Rufn. 

Father, brother, and Potter were murdered on the evening of the 14th 
Mareh, 1857. About a wee before the murder, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Met 
call and person whose name witness does not recollect, came to father’s 
as teachers, and questioned father about his religion, whether he prayed, and 
what be intended ta-doy-doa't all thet tld but they didn’t seem 

“A: night or two afer, our four horses: they were 
in the stable on the lot where we lived. ‘We found two'of the horses before 
father’s death in Kim. Bullock's stable im Prove; got them back’ after father’s 


death: from. the Bishop. said they were brought and pat in his stable 
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at night, and he did not know who by. Lyrauder Gee, — — 
other horses; saw him driving chem last fall in Great Salt Lake city, and 
riding uf Men and another man the other, in — 
days after father’s death. mil ose OF 

or three days 100 Abren P. 
ald came to our house, calied father ont, and went acrose the street behind an 
unfinished house belonging to cousin. Witness started to follow, but was driven 
back by A. F. Me Donald. who said theybvrnnted to talk privately to father. 
Mother vent over inte the house, and returned in about ten minutes. Father 
soon after came in. Father afterwards wrote on a pieve of paper what was 
said to him, Witness thinks it read about-as follows: “Abram F. MoDonald 
and Wilber J. Earl ye that I (William R. Parish) will never see my grey 
horses any more, and if I start to the eity to bes Brigham Young, | will never 
live to get there.” Abraham Durfee was at dupdiouse frequently after the let 
of March, and up to the time of the murder he lived half à mile from our 
house. Pretended to father that he couldn’s tand Mormoniem any longer, 
and that he wanted to get out of the country. Durfee and Fotter were there 
most every day. The arrangement wks finally made, that father,’ brother, 
Durfee, Potter and myself, were to start on Sunday night, the l Ath of March, 
1857. They talked the matter over, and concluded that it would not be safe” 
to start in the daytime; if we did we would be followed and killed as apoe- 
tates. It was arranged to go out after dark, and meet about organi 
mile south of the tity wall, at eeorner of the lame fende 

Durfee aud Potter were at our house gt ten o’elodk on the Sunday of the 
murder. Durfee was there also at two o'eldck,:at which time he and father 
left, directing us boys where to meet after dark: Durſee came ‘back before 
dark, again after dark; last time said father sent word to mother to send us 
out, whether;ready or mot. Durfee and bréthercstarted ; I remained at the 
door talking to mother a minute or two, then overtook them; we went out 
through the south gute of thé city wall. Two persons followed us on ‘the 
street; did not talk much. Brother dad I carried bundles of provision and 
ammunition. 

Durfee left us at the gate; said he was going home to get his gun; directed 
us to go to the southwest corner of the city wall; went as directed. Saw no 
person ; heard them inside the wall. “Durfee dame to us; had his gun; asked 
brother to go with him to get some things that he said he had bid out during 
the day; returned to me ip ten minutes Durfee said he eould not find the 
things. While they were absent « gus was fired, apparently about the corner 
of the lape fence, where we. were to meet, When they got back I asked what 
it meant. Durfee ssid seme, Indians might be camped down there; then he 
said it might be a signal from fatharonPotter.. We then started a southeast 
couse, towards the corner where we were to meet Orosed the fence one or 
two hundred yards north into the road After we got into the road, Darfee 
called ont, Duff, Duff. Duff.“ three mes Potter's name was Duft. 

We then stopped and looked to the feméton the east side of the road. No 
one answered. We went on towards the corner; when within fifteen or twenty 
feet of the corners. person at thé corner ealled owt “Durfee” three times. 
Durfee answered Immediately 4 gun or pistol was fired; brother Beason fell, 
(Beason, is brother William's middle dame) [was nearest Durfee; brother 
farthest away, and abead of u. Dusſee blankét and black hat on; hed 
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a gun and revolver. Brother had u Black hat om Durſee knew we had no 
arms. Durfee said, My God! what does this mean “ Witness was eless 
him, but stepped away. Durfee drew up his gun and pointed it’ at witness, 
and bursted a eap, the gui failing to go bff. Witness went further off from 
Durfee. Another gun was then fired at corner of fence; then two or three 
other shots were fired ; one ball passed through u eartridge eee 
and ran for the city; climbed the wall w place 
where it was low; about be ven feet high, und was severely injured in getting 
off it; whem he crossed Hobble Creek, heard person bebind ask which wey he 
went. Witness ran to his uniele’s house; vote ten of twelve men were standing 
in the street to the left. Witness got in so qhick they ebuld not catch him. 
Unele, aunt, and eousing, at home. Told them thut Besson had been shot. 
Asked uunele to go and bee if he was alive. Unele wes afraid to go. Got 
Robert Brooks to go. Brooks went, returbed in 6 short time—twenty minutes, 
aud said he went to the South eity gate, was there met wy's lowe — 
told bim to go bask if he wanted do l. 
Half an hour after Brooke returned, Wilber J. Berl. 
Stanton, Sanford Fuller, Andrew Wiles, and a wan by the name of Curtis, 
came to uncle's; Carnes asked for me, said’ he wanted médead or alive. Wit- 
ness Was sick from hurt in jumping the wall, and hed laid down in bed; made 
me get up to see if I was shot. Told him I wae sick; got up, sat in chair; 
felt my shoulders and arms, and examined me to see if I was shot. Said be 
had a writ for me, and I must go ohh bim. Aunt said I ‘was sick and not able 
to go That tio matter; whén they took me, she would follow them; and 
that they could guard me: then a guard ‘was left over me. In the morting, 
John Daily, Johnson, and a Mau dod rétolect, were there as a 
guard. Ten or eleven o'clock, was taken ‘by John Daily and others to the 
meeting house John M. Stuart ‘acted as Justios of the Peace; twenty or 
thirty men there Durſee aud I were ern. Durſee ‘was examined’ first; 
don't recotiect all he said ; he bad snapped W cap at the enemy. i 
knew nothing about it more that Durfee had stated ; that Ita. nobody, but 
saw sornething dark toward the of the My uncle got change to 
epeak’to me it the morning, be told me to y that I knew nothing satd 
that if they found Pinew anything, they would kill ‘tre. That Cas 
the resson I testified that way. They dieshärged mist Te voice T at 
voide; Linew well, and —— en The bodies were at the 
meeting or school when we were worn! 
was cut; body was sovered up. Brother forwards when shot, on hie 
hands; five or sin hots fred; four’ bal holes in bebther's cont, entering m 
ono side of the breast, and coming out on the back. (Cont produeed and iden- 
Never edupeoted ‘Durfee’s treathéry poluted the gum at me. 
Heard father sey that Durfee’s life had been threatened: "Eight ovlefte in the 
Aue needa 1 ORRIN PARR” 
Sworn to and signed before me thie 26th-day of Marah, A. D. 18686. 
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Utah County. 
duly sworn, deposes and says: 


son’s about the Ist of March, 18867. 
I do not recollect what was done at this first. meeting there was. 
come talk about persons. having and matters and things comnected 
with, of which 1do,not remember the particulars, In about a week after. 
they met again,and at-that meeting Potter and Durfee were “dropped off” 
and seleated for the purpose of findingout what was going on.. 


AS the meeting waashout the 684 persons 
at the Indian farm. The meeting was called to enter into arrangements to find 
out what these persone expedgted.to do. This is what L understood was the 


purpose of these two meetings, I did nop attend.eny At 
was decided us in regard to them. 

Bishop 
the red stuff run.“ He said he had s letter, and the remark wes made by 
some one that dead mea tell no 
mestings were held or not. He 

The ame night that the Parrishes were "Billed, at ebout.nine 
notified by Carnes to go home and get my gun, I asked him whet was up, 
He ssid there was enongh up. I wes just returning from a public ‘meeting 
_ which had Been held that night; they did not tell me what they wanted with 
me: Bishop Johnson, Lorenzo Johnson, A. F. MeDonald, Mayor; John M- 


_ Wilber J. Earl, Alderman, now vaptain of po- 


lice; Andrew Wiles, Williem Bird, Lorin Roundy, Simmons Curtis, Abraham 
Durfee, Duff Potter and myself, were st the council meetings, aed other persons 
I do not remember the name ot, There were at least fifteen present 

I Vent and got my gun and dame backe and was told.to take my post and 
watch west of Parrish’s house, three rode; I + w told to stay there and wateh 
if Orrin Parrish came back, I stayed there some 10,0r.15 minutes, when I 
‘was notified to repair to the schoo} hause; I don't remember who notified me 
When I got there, there wes @ company fogmed there with wages and 
team... We were ordered to marah south, down the lane, formed as a guard in 


4 + front of the team; I did not know at that time ſor what purpose. When we 


66 


S5 out at the south gate I lenmed. then what was vp. Whee we réached the 


bodies we were formed into two companies, one to go tothe south-east and 
one to the west; I went to the westside of the street from where the bodies. 
day. They were on the cast side and we wers en the westside, The stress is 
eight rods wide. The companies were divided before we came to the bodies 
There were two persons beside myself in the company L wee with, and about | 
three in the other. There were some ten or fifteen altogether thet went out. 


Ot these I remember the following: A. T. MeDonald, John M. Stewart, Philio 


Dibbee, George McKensio-went ap tomiister; Davie Clark, Simmons Curtis, John 
Daley, Daley, jr., and Jobin Curtis, 
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wkd the two with the ethers'went and 
found the bodies. When the bodies were found we were Toe 


I saw the’ bodies of Potter and Wm. Parrish lying side by 
‘The bay of Boao Parra wat lying sbowt othe south at of 
the other bodies, from the cornér-of ‘the fence.’ 
hones thet night te take: 
and Thomas Cordingly (since dead) assisted 

Old man Parrish vos ent over with knife wonsde: esd wes 
the left-side. — — 
arms, the hands, in fact allover, 1 

Potter was shot with three balls l. right below the nipple, probar 
bly with 4 shot gun: there were no knife marke about Potter. 
Benson Parrish was shot through the left artn with four balls, passing 
the arm and coming out near the middle of hie back, They may have 
back and come out through the arm; they ware nearer together in hin 

back than in front. 

Forbes He ͤ Ü—w 
— 

Wilber'd: Barliepeke tedme, and told wo that the: 
job which they contemplated was done, and if I had a went he would not heve 
had tt t do. He charged me not to tell it, and I am now under the threats of 
death for doing so. I never ea the body. ‘Some fotr-or five days after, Coles 

year age, I-was called upon to go with four men up the Kanyon to look ſor 
some valley. When we got to camp one of the men asked me to go with him 
to hunt bears. 
others would kill me and say it was the Indians, in 
As 1 went out, however, I could see their 
something ; so when we got on a piece I left him, and going another course re- 
turned to camp. Whengl got there I found the un with whom 1 hed started, 
and the others were all gone. When the other men came back they caddled 
up their horses and went to more convenient n 
ber J. Earl; Nelson Spafferd and Selin Ourtis were wi We 
of the fire would shine en him. When we went to get our horses, they add 
they would take their guns I ssid I would take my gun too, and went ont, 
but took care to keep out of the light of the fire I found my horse tied, 
but got him loose without getting into the firelight They then wasted: me 
to come where they were, and that would have brought mo into the light, but 

I refused, and tied hi elsewhere. ‘The guards were arranged vo that Spafford 
and I were on the firet guard. I watched them all very narrowly, and satie- 
fied myself from their movements that they had determined to kill me; % 
aati: I went out with my gun and ran off. After traveling 
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ab much as posdible. Towards evening, however, I waa headed by four men 
on foot, and chased by them until dark : The nett morning Lfeund some men: 
getting wood, and came home with them. When got back I met Karl end 
the Bishop, and told me IL was erazye<that nothing: tof the sort) was 

al pabsed off well until two weeks: ago; the second time that 
Marshal Dotson came to my house; then Andrew Wiles and Sanford Fuller 
cams to me an told me I must go into the mountsipar isterted from Oli ver 
MoBtide's.” The two McBride ‘boys, (Oliver and Herlin,) the.two Curtis (Uriab 
and Selie,) William McBride and William Johnson Were 8d the house Two. 
of them followed mo until I went up the mountain shont eighty rbds; I then 
stepped to one side little kind af n kanyon, and thea! got away up 
among the rocks till they passed by and lost meg Ithen oa dem the monn, 
again, and went about half mile north and went up Rock kann. 

This was on Friday night; on Sunday night I came intetowm dnd went to 
iCuptis's: there they notified me again that I must go-to Wilber J. Earl 
and Abraham Durfee. | I was ‘notified: by William Johnson, the Marshal by 
Uriah Curtis, Harlin McBride and Witham Bird. We then proceed Oliver 
and Harlin McBride and myself—out to where Earl and Durfee were; up Hob 
ble Oredk piece. we got there William Bird bud B. Curtis 
cat to us with an éxpress that we must go to the city. They, would bal 
who the counsel was from, but said it we na- te he 
seen by any living’ being, but were to truvebat night and lay by in the day tune 
and kéep to the mount ana saoh beteiqmetaos yout Mid dj 
We started and traveled along che mountain, and camped the first morning 
between Brattle ore and the mouth of Provo kanyong up 
The next night we breed over the mountain; néat Mountain pille, and! camped 
the next day at Dry ereek, in Salt Lake valley. There Wilber J. Earl began 
to get uwdary.dboat aod wished tq go on, Durtes and it, Hut 
Barléwould go on, and won finally eonsettted ;:theny instead: of obey 

Durfee and bad uidetstood ae connsely to keep out, of sight of men, he took. 
étraight courge: for ‘Cottonwobd Fort: When we got within shout half 6 
mile of the fort, Earl took off bis«pistol belt and buelfled sit: on.jagaineo,that, 
nis piste! would-be right in vont, and then wanted the willow 
abd ve the fort and wait: there till 
|, Durfee and M believed that there 
we would not ge, but determined to go past the fort, When, get. 

the fort I stopped and asked them whether! they intended) and ,bateher 
me, and told them that I believed: that was their intention... Thay beth denied 
it positi¢ely, and Barl seid: that I must be 
Horte man passed as riding ati full speed: hareebaek be rode 

abfull speed, untib h got Whee he pesed he did notylogk ag 
und heavy, and left them at a shop. We went op to Hard- 
and from there we turned right weet through the willow patehes. 
wanted to that wax, and would go ne athena ent until 
ta a dam to tum Water inte man sitting 
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behind sa 
had nothing against either of us, and that ere Was néthing agsinst either o 
us. He beemed to become very much excited. We tatndd and went back a 
pieoe and crossed the, rege,,and ent on and ,struek, into the. first, street east of 
e corners ere were men . 
then igs with hs hen they 
then started one way and we went ünothef around td 
go thé way Earl wanted us to go, but kept him with un At the! next corner 
we turned north, and then at the next corner twb men were stationed: in the 
same manner ag at the first corner, which we aapposed were the same two we 
had met before. Here Earl put his hand to his pistol, and then made a motion 
by putting his haud to hie forehead.” One of the men whistled): We went up 
this street until we got to Brigham’s house, and then turned west to the coun- 
oil house corner. Here we stopped right in the street, Durfee saying that he 
wanted to go to Stringham’s. We talked about. it, and seemed willing to 
have us ge. He said he did not want me to gd with him with the feeling which 
L had towards him. Durfee and me then started towards Kinkead’a Wilber 
J. Earl started o west down the street: I man followed after him, and when 
we saw him last there were three men talking vith him. We went to Kin - 
kead’s store, and told-M?. Kinkead about our ease, and told him we wanted 
proteetion until morning. He todk us over to the Secretary's, Mr. Kinkead 
and his clerk went there with na. 
There was a gun fired dose to us when we entered the city... 
I have heard it said would never get farther than 
Muddy eres alt of | oof 
killed through mistake. 


bed da thd Jen of March fm 


made the’ same 
he, 
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were. set, by co meetin 
d ouse. 


not go into the 


be saw McDonald hors Arne 
does not | 
bogies: 


| 
down; and when he saw us coming he raised up; and han slipped down again | 
| 
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— A COURT OF INQUIRE.» ty: 


his testimony ; it is copied.from a loose sheet of paper in the docket, 
of John M. Stuart, and must. satisfy any reasonable person. that the 
anxiety manifested by the diligent police in searching for Orrin— 
placing a guard over him when: injured und ‘scarcely able to get out 
of bed; treating him us u criminal in custody} not ‘allowing even his 
mother to spéak to unless she spoke loud; taking him, to the. 
school house as a prisoner then swearing him and Durfee ;—was for. 
no other purpose than to find out if he could identify any of the 
murderers, If he had said he knew any of them, no doubt he would 
soon after bre beet Wy ‘assassins torthe unknown: 


REFORT OF THB OOURT OF HELD IN Nove, 


16th, 1887. 
to into the reasons Abram and Orrin 
Parrish should be held in custody of the police. N 


of the police wae called, and tated thet Oyrus Gand- 
ford, city Marshal, delivered into his custody Abram Durfee, who stated “that 
he had reason to suppose that certain men had been murdered south of the 
eity, and as he also said that the young man Parrish was in company with 
him and believed he had also come into the city.“ I directed his arrest, that 
he also might be in safe keeping until proper investigation eould be made. 

Abram Durfee being sworn stated, that it had been arranged between my- 
self and G. Potter and the Parrishes, that they would leave the country—that 
he in company with the two sons of Wm. Parrish left the city by the west 
gate and proceeded to the southwest corner of the fort wall; he bad arranged 
to meet with Potter and Parrish at the corner of Chields field, they were to 
g0 on before. When we reached the corner of the wall we heard a gun fired. 
I thought it might be Potter and Parrish firing a gun off to let us know their 
whereabouts. We went on, and when we got pretty near the corner of the 
field, I spoke and called Potter, but no one answered. I apoke again and some 
one spoke; 1 dont know, whether it was Potter or not. Just then a gun fired, 
and the boy Parish fell on my right. I run; then another gun fired. I then 
heard a gun fire the third time. There must have been more than one gun 
fired from the reports. I did not gee P or Potter; I dont know whether 
they were there or not. I did not see anybo Q 1.9 — | 
that is here and the one that fell ; I could have seen anybody ten fest off, 
it was eo dark. ‘A ball passed passed just in front me, at the first time I saw the 

fall. Tran trom apot when I heard the fire and saw the boy fall; this 
about 7 o'clock in the evening: 

ted. On the first gun my brother fell; th 8 fired after. 
I dont know whether 1 4% any péreon. I saw something bi 11 ran off 
after the first fire I saw my brother fall. N 

hare warn jo cameo eld the me ines 
any longer and that they be released. 

Prisoners discharged. 
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decision or verdict the jury, foliowss, “The juror called to 
‘examine the bodies of Wm. N 


dite Aor file J uA 7? WM. SMITH 1 


consider the same in connexion with the testimony of Bartholomew 
and Durfee. Several of these persons were on the Grand Jury at 
Provo. The Mormon county cotirt in Utah havitig the selecting of the 
Grand and trial j jurors for che Federal courts, It will also be ob- 
served, . that many of them take, conspicuous parts in the Bishop 
council meetings, at Bishop Johnson’s, which determined on killing 
the Parishes, for n also see the ame 


Zephaniah J, Warren being duly sworn, says as follows; 
ae I came to Utah in the year * 1852. ents 19 to this 
T " ; Tepttled in the town of Sprin ville, Utah 1 ben I came into 
this ¥ fey, and have resided there ever with the exception af about sev- 
en months absence in California, in the years 1856 and 1857. I reside in Spri 
ville now. On my return home from Osliforaia in the Spring of, 1857, 5 — 
of the murder of the two Parrishes and Potter; the day I eame to ear ; 
I saw the place where they were murdered. Seeing the place and the appear- 
ance of blood, I became somewhat excited and spoke very reproschfully of the 
leading men of Springville ; however, I tried to reconcile my mind enough to 
stay until I could dispose of my property, and get away with my family. 
I did not say much to anybody, unléss I was interrogated, during the whole 
season. I heard of many threats being throwii out against me in the meeting - 
N I was thrown off my 


* 
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guard by that they dare not tough me. In the latter part of August, 
I was very feeble 3 
in bed much of 

On the t of the ist a 0 from my 
men came in— 
Johnson and Oliver McBride. They asked me if Mr. Per at hom 
told them I wes, the man, but was very feeble. They told me br er 
wished po ona 6 minptes just here, I said I would not go, but would 


try to os him 1 the morning, if I was able. They said they-were policemen, 
and brother Earl told them, if I did not come willingly, they must bring me 
by foree. | ‘they,should wait until my son came home, as I did not 
want to go alone. They said they would not wait and that I must and should 
go immediately, .. told them I would go—that I was not concious of any crime, 
and was not to go; and if it was not far I would do my best. I went out 
into the street. company with these two men. I found six others standing in 
the street. 127 N. Wilber J. Earl, Sanford Fuller, Abraham Durfee, 
John Simmons P. Curtis. They were all armed with . 


ty gate. told them I would not go one step without the knowledge of 


publie. Earl seized me by the throat, saying “ Damn your old heart, if — 
peak another load word (applying his knife to my throat) I wil} out your 
throat on the pt. They then, Johnson and Earl took me by foree and drag- 
ged me on the ground most of the time, for about sixty rods, through the gate; 
they then suddenly stopped, and some one said “there is some one coming; 
dama him! stop him, stop him! hock, ond the othew then 
me into a fence ditch. Earl then seized me by the throat saying, vou damned 
old American, you will never write or talk any more about people that have 
been murdered.”’ "Then all but one leſt mie, and held a private conversa- 
tion on the other side of the road, lasting perhaps an hour; then six of them 
came back and Earl said, “we have coneluded to let you live a few d. 
you will now swear before us that you will never divulge what has been done 
to you to-night to any person, and go within a or two and settle up your 
tithing, as all men in these valleys have got to be fithed. We have decla 
against the whole world, and at any time we can put you aside very eas 
did promise that I would go and settle my tithing, that. they required, . 
they all addressed me, one by one, and advised me to make, friends with the 
Mormons and never to write any more or try to make myself aa ope of U 
Gentiles. ey then left me ‘A short time after I went to the, Bishop 
tried to gettlé my tithing. The Bishop became so much enraged at my t 
to him, that L could not settle at that time, and I never tried again vs 
ing of 1858; thé Bishop then appeared in a very good humor end soon, 
what my tithing Was. He did not take my note. 28 he forgot it. 
he always, 
very hostile—sending me word to come and settle up my “we 
always told the men ‘he sent that I never would settle the EAN 
(Si 


GRADLEBAUGH, Judge, do... 


all 


~ 
* 
by 
. 
i. 
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OF WARREN. 


* 


Uran, 
Provo County, > 88: 
Second — District, 


Ales A. Warren 


Any} * 


ad follows: years 
‘Tieanie to Springville with my 
ever eines and reside there wow. 
„Lene up tb ily father’s just 
two men, William Johns over Meheide were! brivigity’ my father 
of the My’ — would. The 
said, „Von Wedd not go ate 80 hurt him.“ I went till 
1 came to the other six men, and then William Johnson euid Tu can't go 
we burt Nn.“ I stopped and they went on till 
got ‘opposite’ to house, aid I heard a noise that 1 thought was 
and went on, dewu do Whete they’ were, and Lele’ Ouitie'wr- 
dered the to be taken back, bid John Curtis carte aud took me back absut one 


nundred and f froth hete they werd met, and Curtis aad my 
dy thet — Then fatter und 1 went home and Wil- 


Johnson ad Oliver Me Bride camé and chilled for me, and I went up with 


chem to made me promise never to gay anything about it. 


father in 1882, and Have ded in 
On the night of the 


orn to end eth th are 


‘Wesley, We sworn states: lived at * 
iel 0 17 me 


or three time 
der F. waa pre hen I 
making the, gochn for r Potter, was à mem 
or. not Alex. T. Mel) 


| shes and 1 it 


4 


yan shan Sail 2501 


| 
for Potter L ap- 
. 
session... Wilber.1, Earl, & member of the eouneil, took me out of the house, 
remarked that [ought pot to have said fhe or Polke 
‘then, thet it slways made McDonald feel bad. He ted this remark to me 
ton 
Douala. 
| 


| 
| 
1 
i 


he told me he wanted we te ome’ to,the Bishop's honse that evening, and he 
said there would be others there at the rom. I went, and there were a num- 
ber of persons in the rom; it was in the upper room in the Bishop’s dwelling 


ald, Wilber J. Karl, Abraham; Durfee, Andrew Wiles, and Lorenzo Johnson, 


William Bird, and Gardoer G. Potter and Joseph Bartholomew, Simmons Cur- 
tis and Lorin Roundy were there, and there were a number of others whose 


wers to watch 


‘Bishop Johnson resided. was | nethi mentloned at this mee 


_ Abraham Durfee, of his own free will ana senor and, without being influ- 
| “enced by any promise of any kind, by any person, whatever, or of the hope 
thereof, now, this first, day of April A. D. 1880, comes before Judge Oradle- 
banch, and makes the following confession, vig: ive tht 0 

Lam thirty-four years old. have resided, in Spring ville, Utah, county, U. 
T. sings the epring ef. 1881. Lame from Iowa in 1860. In Springville J was 


ſuorming part of 


ing at millwrichtinag 
I was notified of coungil, by Wilber, J. Kerl in, the month 


house, in Bishop Aaron Johnsons house. The, Bishop was there, A. F. Me Don- 


names I have forgotten, I do not know what the meeting had been called for; 
there were matters talked of concerning people going away. Some individuals 
were mentioned by the Bishop; be stated that he had instructions in regard 
to them. The Biahep easid be had received a letter, which he had in his hand; 
he said that he supposed that was sufficient for us to know; that he did not 


wich that any inquiry should go any further back than to himeelf He stated 


that there were some individuals at the Indian farm who were about to leave; 


be said he wanted them watched, and wanted some one to see when they 


would leave; he said there was word that they were going to steal some 
horses, and then go g to leay Territory. That was about all I recollect 
that transpired 1 was that the the persons th 


ns go 4 

There was another m neighborhood ofa or 
say exactly. I was 1 by dome person to attend that meeting; that theet- 
‘Tt was dome three weeks befote 
Parishes and Potter way killed, The came porsche were at this meeting 


were at the first 1 o bs * Was at this’ 


were goit gts leave the Territory The Bi 

ere were some dep inst th „for debts tat 
he did not state the e. It was mentioned. either by the Bishop 
1 don't Which, to have eus find out 


es were going to rh; they s nominated oF named peredns to know When 
Parishes were leave.” My name (Abraham Durfes) ‘was men- 
ned, and I objected to it; then they mentioned Potter's atid’ then 
the Bishop decided that both Potter a myself should try and learn when 
the Parishes were going to 22 „ The Bishop said he did not 
wish any one to decline, when he was u. I then told the Bishop I 
would do the best I knew how, nd Potter ameted to the sme I can’t recol- 


lect that Potter made any reply. 


udicial District. 

q 
; 

1 


saw Potter several times throngh the of the week following. 
a, ethers who.wers gens 


away, and I went--I 
Parrigh’s horses, were hot mentioned in the meetings I have named. 


it: wap that, did work for him 


In the course of that week Parrish’s horses, ware taken, and Parrish came 


org 10,200 me in the Wowings be told me that they had taken all bis homes; 


he wished me to help him hunt them gp, I. went with im to his house; we 

vent. ſrom there to John M. Stewart, the justice uf, he peace; he got out a 
Gyrus Sandford. He was not 

's with, Parrigh to get deputized to 


search warrant, and went find the 
at home, and I went back to, the 
nerve the warrant, and the justice refaied ta do it. Parrish and I went beck 


to Parrish’s house, and Potter came up)to Parrish’s, and Potter took the papers 


I mean the werrant; then Parrish and Potter started for Provo, 


‘That is aboug.ell that transpired 
vo, having gong there. after the horses, 


without them. I don't think I at this third meeting. Potter 


te be went to the mesting after he retained from Prove, Hetold 


dhe meeting that be had found one span of the . Lasked him whet they 
said about, the taking. of the horses; he said,that the Bishop told him that Par- 


‘ish of his son, wae owing Bullock something in regard to an order, that Par- ; 


ria a som had to Bullock, end that he ihe wanted, 
D to answer the demand. | 
evening, at that meeting, Wilber J. Farland A. F. MeDonsla, 


Parrish that, he should not receive those horses; ie 


‘was: told me by Potter, Barriah the nextday told me thet he had given up 


geen. the and he had agreed to haxe the horses that had been found 


the constable. Parrish, efter this had transpired ia regard to, the,horses, 


proposed leaving right. away; be wanted to. know if Potter and I would go 

him, told him I would, Potter said he would go ton. Parrish made 

e arrangements to start, I think it was the Saturden before the mardar, 1 

ae Potter told me before) this, ¢ day or two, 
at they arrized to bring them the Parrishas beck, if ey Korte, and Iwent 


me then ihgt he had expected to have started before, but the polles watched 
‘the house s0-cloggly, that he o Parrish said he wanted 


go that day, or shat evening ; but he said he could not get his things out ep Me 


as to start in the day time, Potter game into Parrish.while we were talking, 
and he proposed that he would take Parrish’s things, out, Parrish got some 
things for Potter to, take, with him, seme gloves, bridle, 8 gun, some tape, and 
some things whieh I don’t regollect, 
Potter, and Potter seid he wonld take care of them, and - bring them to him. 
Parrish proposed That he would start out in the daytime, on account of tbe 
police.and he wanted, me to go With him; we started off together, and when 
we got outside of the house I asked him if he was going to take his gun. He 
nid be wotld have hin given Potter ona and he had 


nother one in the house, and he cent me back r 
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city, and there turned south'and went to the east Fate 
the gate we went south und crossed Hobble Oreel; till we eme bo 
Parrish stopped then end he would stay’ tere, und asked 
and bring the beye Orrin and Beason; out to hin. They wöere to meet. an the 
State road near the corner of the'fence, they were to meet thet ufter durk. 
his was a little while before vundo wn, and I vent back to ‘Purrish's’ house 
and told the boys that their father said he wanted them to come to him us oon 
ai they got ready! Potter, while I wes there, cme bo the hole of yard: and 
usted to know ur Way ve were going, that he wanted to carry the 
‘thinge’ which bad been given to him by Parrish: Potter thut he 
Patrish and his boys would be brought back.’ I told Potter that we were go- 
tog south to come’ dn the state road sduth of the geld. Potter then started off, 
1 went into house: Tue boys Besson und Orrit got 
and we started and went south ‘until we cathe to Centre we turned 
‘weet and pee thitough the wet gate, und thien turneck south Whtil' we came 
to the firét Cortier of the city” We stopped ‘then for inital to Lock fer 
‘some things that I had léft'theré, and my gun. While we were pe we heard 
gun fired ‘the boys adkéd' What the gun was fired for, told 
it wad Potter or theit father, who was ‘waitihy for thett ; and the & 
‘then we had better go on. We started and wett bot 10 the 
meld till we came to the state road. We got Into the stats road aud thveled 
‘outh, and when we to Dry Oreek or Dry Hollow, f ly 1 
called Duff! and no one answered. We traveled’ on until! we sand” 
dornet, and I called Duff again, I think twies I heard some ons bak, 
not tell by the voive Who it was,—it'Was Avery low sotitid.* 
persch spoke, there was à gun fited near the borner of the tense. The ban hit 
Besson Parrish. Lend the two Parrish "Boys Were Walking 1 
the fence, and Orrin was hort to me, aud Beason was outaldé heat the th 
of the wagon track Benson was west of myself and hnd 
from the south-east. ‘The shot struck Beason and he fell.” 1 
‘the right and Orrin passed behind me I spoke out 
voesollset the words L aid. Beason made tome noisé after’he fell Then “th 
‘fired again from the fete’, and Tstartéd west into the hollow where f dtd 
‘the street. Orrin started back north. 
‘ond’ who started after Orrin!” "This person sprang wude Just 
going to the hollow. As he into the street partly on ‘tie 
ifrom the flash’ of the gun ft appeared to be pointed — 
me. He said: 
then right on to wunde the tity. I got over the fees intb the sale fleld. We 
out and I went back north towards che city. I Went thto tlie 
‘the south gate! After I hot into the city’ tis man chat I in road with 
the gun, catné to me nd said that he had done the job; he dala that I need not 
be afraid of hir, because be suid he would not hurt me. man was WII. 
liam Bird. I vent on until I eme to the bridge, and met Cyrus Sandford and 
‘told him there had been some shooting; that I belléved Besson wis ‘shot. 
Sandford then took me into énstody, and took me to thé’ Bishop's yard, un 
called for the Oaptain of the polled: 48d delivered’ tite his 
charge, and I remained (here till about eleven o’closk at night. 
‘William Bird after Fleft bim went right into the Bishop's 
‘cloths were some what bloody. I don know what went on the balanes of the 
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sew the blood on Bird's clothes. 
ane ld mo e short aftenwards, that he was called on by Potter 
4 with him, and to do this deed that had been committed ; be did 
not tell me whiv' was with but Potter and himself be 

Sanford Fuller a month or two after, told on bat aia 
not go. He said Potter had borrowed his gun to go with Bird—told me that 
after he went out with Potter, that-Petter went and found Parrish, and that 
they came down to the corner together, and that he, Bird, was lying in the 
corner of the fence. He, Bird, Za shot Potter, as Parrish and Potter walked 
along the fence, supposing him to be Parrish ;—that after he, Bird, tied shot, 
he got up and stepped out to where Parrish stood; Sud Partidh And want. 
ed to know if it wus he that had shot. He mid that Parrish bad his gon in 
his hand end laid it down, and they, Partish and Bird, clinched together. As 
they clinched, Bird drew his knife, and worked thé best he could in stabbing 
Parrish. Bird said, after Parrish was down he gave him a lick which eut his 
throat, ‘He never said anytifing about any other person's being there, helping 
him. Bird said, after he got through with the old many he took Potter’s guh 
and bis own and got into the corner of the fence again, to be ready for us. 
He said he laid there till we came up—the two Parrish boys aud myself. Then 
‘he said he fired and he saw:one fall; r 
would run off abd he fired at him again. 1 
Orrin; he said he ran me, or he supposed it was me, when I ran into the hol- 
low. He asked me if I heard him eall for me. I told hint I did. He wanted 
to know why 1 did not come to him. pe 
did not know what it meant in regard to their shooting, 

together, and he Llamed Bird and Potter for-net going farthor away with thea. 

The Bishop said he wanted I should be satisfied about the affair, and not ‘tell 
who was in it;—thap if I did, they would serve me in the same way. I did not 
know that the Phirishes were to be killed“ I supposed from what! Potter told 
me that they were to be brought back. In the second meeting wich I attend- 
ed Bishop Johmsom dad there were some of them that would se the blood run. 
It was William. ird that called me Durfee, Bishop, Joh: wo or 

o young Parrishes had no gun. 

About three weeks or a month after the Parrishes were killed, Wilber J. Earl 
told me he guessed the folks now would think he was a true prophet. I had 
some idea of leaving, but I did not expéct to leave with the Parrishes My 
object in going out with the Parrishes was to get them elear of the police; out 
of the city. When I was put in Carnes’ custody on the night of the murder, 
Carnes called on Ogias Strong to keep me until.Carnes got some other person 
to take charge of me. Carnes left me and went off about other matter. 

The Pertish boys said they took the bridle end gloves. end. things to trade 
alf on the road for provisions, 
John M. Stewart, I Knew that Bird was the man, but I was ¢fraid to state 
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‘ 
mo, this a ay of 
grit og “JOHN: ORADLEBAUGH, 


or THOMAS O'BANNION. 


—y(t—q—— ũͥ I lived in 4 room 
adjoining the Parrishies. Parrish didn't keep much of a store, but-sold things 
to persons coming there. Horses and carriage were taken a few days before 
the murder ; got two of the herses back. Parrish told me three or four days 
efore;the murder that he had had u terrible drm, and should be: murdered 
in his own honse if he did not leave soon; wrote on « paper that his life had 
been threatened by Earl and McDonald. One the night of the murder several 
‘persons came in front of Parrishes; some went in, I heard Cgrnes ask for 
Orrin; be said he had a writ for him. They afterwards came into my house 
and asked for Parrish ; I asked which Parrish ; Garnes replied, “any Parrish.” 
They then searched my house and granary, H. H. Carnes, Lehi Ourtis, Moses 
Daley, Sanford Fuller, Richard Bird, Henry Rollins and William Johnson were 
there, Carnes said they must make a clean sweep or search of it; said be 
always did what he undertook. My best recollection is that the words used 
were, a clean sweep of it. Did not hear of the murder until the next eve 
ning. Went out of town to work id the morning. Didn't say why they 
wanted Parrish, Ourtis and Fuller appeared excited when they were making 
(the search; when they opened my granary door Faller cocked his gun. 
Moes Daley came to me a few days before the murder, and told me to tell 
Pari if dd not ei tht matter between Besson aod Balok his boo 
Signed! THOMAS OBANNION, 


"Sworn ma, this let day of April, 1859. 
JOHN CRADLEBAUGE, Judge, * 


Trarreonr or Uraz, 

“Live in Prove. os 
Sunday night of the murder I was at a meeting in the street in Provo. Pres- 
edent Snow, President of this State, and others, preached from a wagon. 
Their preaching about that time was pretty much about apostates and per- 
sons going to leave the Territory, and how they would be disposed of, After 
the meeting Prea Siow inquired if there was anybody going to Springville 
that day. A man by the name of Nethercot said he was going. Nethercot 
went up, and Snow handed him a letter, and told him he wanted it to be de- 
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livered to Bishop Johnson that den without fail, ond remerkedtthat dead uen 
tell no tales 3 And further deponent saith not. 
» Bigned) —— PHILLIPS. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me, this lat day of April 1859. 7 


agit: 
— 


ig 
— or $2.3] 7 
Oedar County. 1. 
Utah since. the year 1850. Lived with Bishop Hancock, (Charles Hancock,) in 
the town of Payson, at the time Henry Jones and his mother were murdered, 
about the 18th of April, 1868. „ The night prior to the murder u secret council 
meeting was held in the upper chamber of Bishop Hancock’s house; saw 
Charles Hangock, George W. Hancock, Daniel Rawson, James Bracken, George 
Patten and Price Nelson go into that meeting that night. Meetings had been 
held pretty regularly for three weeks before the last one at the same place. I 


was not in any of the meetings ;.I boarded at the Bishop's About eight 


o’clock in the evening of the murder the company gathered at Bishop Han- 
cock’s; the same persons I have named above wers in the company. They said 
they were going to guard a corral, where ee ae 
that night and steal horses; they had guns. . | 

Thad a good Minie rifle, and 
fused ito lend it to him. The above persons all went away together; I don't 
know what time they got back. Next morning I heard that Henry Jones 
and his mother had been killed. I went down to the dug-out where: they 
lived when the sun was about an hour high. The old woman was lying on 
the ground in the dug-out on a little straw in the clothes in which she was 
killed ; she had a bullet hole through her head, entering near the center of 
the forehead, In about fifteen or twenty minutes Heury Jones was brought 
there and laid by herside; they then threw some old bed-clothes over them, and 
an old feather bed, and then pulled the dug-out on top of them. The dug-out 
was built on level ground—a hole about twelve feet square dug to the depth 
of five feet, a ridge pole running from the centre, back, three feet above the 
level of the ground; small poles are then laid up close together, running 
from the sides up on ‘to the ridge pole, so that the dirt won't fall through. 
The dirt taken out of the hole is thrown baek on to the poles for a roof, and 
steps cut down into the end like cellar steps for entranee. There are @ great 
build houses, and who never will while they stay here. 

The next Sunday after the murder, in a church meeting in Payson, Charles 
Hancock, the Bishop, said; as to the killing of Jones and his mother, he eared 
nothing about it, and it would have been done in daylight if-cireumstances 
would have permitted it. Thie was said from the stand; there were one hun- 
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11 
AEDREW . MOORE. 
Territory or Uran, 
2d. Judicial District, } ss: 
Provo City. 


„ 


Andrew J. Moore being duly sworn, says as follows: I live in Pondtows, in 
Utah Co.; I had lived there only u few days,’ and sometime in the night in 
the mouth of April, 1858, I cannot recollect the day of the month, there was 
an alarm raised in the night between 12 and 2 0 clock. Heard che alarm to 
raise the Fort; I jumped up and ran out without dressing. I saw nothing and 
went back inte the house to dress myself; I thought at the time it was a 
break of the Indians After dressing I went ont again and Henry Jones had 
just corn in, and I went to where the people had gathered, and the persons, 
two or three mon, straugers to me, were just taking Henry Jones. out of the 
fort. I did not go outside of the fort, which is now called _Pondtown, until 
the next morning, and then I saw Henry Jones lying dead in the middle of the 
toad about eighty rads west from the fort. The sun wis then About an 
high. About ten or'fifieen minutes after the persons Jeft the fort with Henry 
Jones, I heard the report of a gun, I think I heard four reports inside of two 
minutes. Thereports were in the direction that Jones wag ſound, and ap- 
peared to have been fired about where the dead body was found. IJ sawthree 
bullet holes in the body of Jones, two of them were in his side and one d them 
in his head, The réport was that the persons who took Jones but of the fort 
came from the town. of Payson, which is aboub three miles in a ‘westerly di- 
rection from Pondtown. | I was not sequainted in Paysem; I had gone from 
Provo to live at Pondtéwm shortly ‘before that I doe not kuot anything 
about the mother of Henry Jones and I do not know anything about the burial 


of Jones; I never inquest being the body of Jones,» 
10 Gebet) "ANDREW I MOORE 4 


‘ 


„% enn ‘code ak ete! 
ga oad if ata'ad edd YW two ait 


Tuomas Hoellingsbesd being duly swora, says: reside in Pondtown, Utah 
County; was in Pondtowmthe time Heaty Jones wawmurderdiy» In the night, 
between midnight and daylight, a year ago in the coming April, weowére 
dlarmed; ve supposed the Indians had made an attack upon the outposts of 
the town. We, that ie, afflant and his son, and others jumped up and rasa out; 
direotly we heard the ory of murder; wheu we got out into the yard the man 
camé up and said they were after bim to kill him: mid; where shall I got 
where shall I hide from them? About this time his puremetm one up. He 
then ran there, and tünde a bolt into a house of Mr. Lycurgus Wilson, jumping 
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overs bed wheres woman wes lying.on.the foot, and tried to secrete him- 


in the House Wilsen brought him out of the house; the leading man of 
the pursuerseaid “lay hold of that man!”—said to be a constable from Pay- 


son; they called him George. I have since seen him; it is George W. Han- 


cock ; he told them to disarm Jones, Jones had a pistol ‘and knife but did not 
offer to use them. He was disarmed—there was no charge in the pistol. 

I noticed bleod running from his arm; he said they had shot him in the 
pursuit. The ball went through his arm below the ante due or two por. 
sons came up with George; I never heard who they vere, it tw was kept dark— 
nothing said about it. 


und wanted to know What tHey Were going to do with the 
Know wiiat 1 at going to do with Rim, Some oné said’ 
— ing has got to be stopped: 7 passed ‘ott iu the “ditestion’ 
of Paysort: Payton ‘ts distant two tiles bad 
We went into the house and I was — me ster over with my son; in 
about fifteen minutes aſter we went ii we head the report of fire-a ru ‘three’ 
or four shote in suecession—appeared to be pistol shots from the report; at 
whith time we vent do About five’ or ten inttes ter, some one 
came up and said they had shot the man. I went over and tound him: lying 
in the road: two balls had taken effect in his body ah btie In His head: The 
persons we had him in oustody had fled.’ The body Was tuken away in the 
morning“ Report says that the mother of Jonss ut Paysdn while sitting in her 
own house at the time these persons werd Jones. 


as wed 

A being sworn, says: at Pordtown at the time 
Jones w w — unusual noise in the night; went out of my house, 
sapped approached, . 4 persomrentered the fort, 


stating bis asked for a hiding place. Mr. Leyeurgus 
Wilson ak The man gave no satisfactory ans wer. 


——.— came running up shouting, arrest that man; suppose one 
of them to be George W. Hancock, jadging from his voice; don't know who 
the other man was, The two men took the other out enen Payson, the 
same way he came in. “Afterwards heard that the man was Henry Jones, Ten 
minutes after thet wo mem left, heatd the report of flre-arms in thé direction 
they went, teats shots thiee shots in quick suecessfon, the fourth shot a 
minute later. Heard Hahbocte was au offiver at Payson; ‘saw a dead body riéxt. 
morning about eighty tods from the fort; the body was taken to Payson. No 
inquest was held Pondtown's 30 person ealled to give evidence, | Body wa 
lying ia the road! in the direttion from which } heard the shots. Saw blood 


lying im the Geourredin spring» Ban a farmer” Xt that time but part! 


of the er whe tc Andifurther deponentissith 
tro yalbb bon rs ABNER Mi ROLLINGSHEAD: 
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Subscribed and sworn te, before sie, dey of March, 1069. od e 
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Amos B. Moor being 
county. One night in the month of April, 1858—can’t recollect the day, an 
alarm was raised in the fort, and I was awakened by the guard. When I got. 
up and went out into the fort, some men, can’t tell how many, nor who they 
were, had just taken a man out of the fort; heard sfterwards that his name 
was Henry Jones. After standing there ten or fifteen minutes IL heard the re- 
port of a gun or pistel in a westerly direction, on the road to Payson... I judged 
I heard 
four shots in pretty quick suecession. hing 
some other persons, don’t recollect their names—to see what was the shooting 
about. 
it was Henry Jones; Las told that was his name. 40 
I don't know that any inquest was held on his body; I beard after werde 
that a man named Hatch took the body to Payson. I don't know anything 
about Henry Jones’ mother, nor about the burial of Jones. I had gust a short 
time before that moved to Pondtown from Provo. j 
I heard that the men who took Jones frem Pondtown had come from Payson ; 
this was a report only, I knew nothing of it of my own ana 
I went out again at daylight and saw Jones again; Lea two bullet holes, 
one in bis left side and one in his head. I did not go close to the body. I un- 
derstood that Mr. Hatch, Jones’ step-father, so report said, came when the sun 
was about an hour and a half high, and took the body to Payson, 
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MURDER OF TUE AIKENS AND OTHERS 

The ciroumstances of the murder of the Aiken party is ae fallowst. .. 

Two brothers, Thomas and John Alken, well known throughout southern 
California. A.J. Jones well known in the State as ‘Honesty. Jones and three 
other men passed through Carson Valley in the fall of the year, 1657. Many 
of my constituents recollect the party very well, they designed joining the army 
in Utah. At Carson they fell in with a party of Mormons on their way to Galt 
Lake. With these Mormons they traveled to the Goose Oreek Mountains, 
where hearing of the hostility of the Mormons, and the halt of the army on 
Blacks Fork, they left the Mormons, and to avoid trouble and delay out across 


‘Tenarrony or Uran, wolod sate aid 

Second Judicial District, 88; ail 4 mar 
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the country. leaving Ogden to. the right with. the hope of reaching the army. 
The Mormons deapstehed a mesenger to Brigham, who gent aſbor them. Ther 
vero arrested without difficulty end taken to Salt Lake City. Two of them were 
murdered in the vicinity of Salt Lake. It was subsequently arranged that the 
remaining ones shbuld be allowed ta return to California., They were sent off 
in charge of Porter Rockwell, the Danite Chief. They had with them about 
eight thousand dollars and several valuable animals 

— of Alice Lamb tll the sad story of the fate of the 
last of them: 


Jutab County, fey % 1 — 
oprteen years of in 


Lamb being duly, 
Nephi, for two and in the, 
of one of the, Church seventies, late, in t 


well and four other men came from towards 


of the inte, day they stoppe 


told Ceynes to tell bie to 2 
Foot, 9 igler, b 

of one of 4 

They talked about two of the men that had went N 2 day b 


ther th 


Porter Rockwell. — — aed 


Affiant went over to Mr. Foots in the morning to get Mr. Wolf's paper. Mr. 


to ead it first. There wos a great, many people there, Saw one of the men 
there, his face was bruised all up his nose Was mashed, flat to his fae, looked 


two men were put inte a wagen. James: Cook and James Wolf 806 inte the 


wagon. Porter Rockwell, Absalom Wolf and Horner Brown went along ssa 
guntd, on horseback, end had guns Started towards Willow Creek. All came 
back just after dinner but the twe men and Porter Rockwell. Ae Shey sok, 


back James Wolf said, when they got opposite the Mud Corral on Willew, 
Creek the two men did net want te go down, to the Corral, which ia four or 
five hundred yards from the road. We told them they must go down and get 
something to eat and Reed drove down; and after we got there, the men got. 


out of the wagon Our men fired at them end killed them both, then they, — 


dag effiole near thie creek; and aot far from the Corral, and buried them both 
together. Affiant-mever heard their names mentioned. Mr. Feot,.the people, 


| | 
COUL Har 
. Won 
| wo of the men DEINE and D 68CaDi Dg 
talked about ten minutes whet it was determined to take them up to Willow 4 
They vera to pretend 
to the two men that a were a going to take them back to Salt Lake City. i 
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Affiant has seen him most ever since riding a horse that one of the men -_ 


ads boguaria gonp- w JT I wis 
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MURDER OF ——— FORBES. HAT:! @ re 


York Daily Times of August 34, 1858, contains the following cor- 
ence from Mr. McNeill, & Geatile who was imprisoned in Salt Lake 
the Airis and 88, and who afterwards brought suit against 


wor 


New 


dered: 


from em A year, and went to board with a man hamed Terry, at 
he Some time afterwards his revolvers were Pong from * house 

day and his ho ried of from the fiel Terry told him 
oy bed off Ona Sunday evening, diibsequent 
* thefts, Terry started for the chureh, as he said, and the young man 
5 | is the lest time he was ever seen; 


seen r ‘stolen horse about town, wit pistol of 


* 
wotdl tuew has 

Second Judicial District, a6 * nent ow? 91 


Abraham Durfee; says as follows: I have resided in 
Springville, Utah county, 'U. T., for about eight years: In the latter part of 
January, —— — 
with bim to assist him in Killing Forbes. I told him that I ould not go. He 
wanted some of the boys He said it was orders to kill: Forbes; did not say 
from whom the orders came.’ He wanted me to come over to the north gate 
the evening that Forbes was to be killed; it was Saturday that he was telling 
rhe about it, and Forbes was'to be Killed the next’ événing. The next evening 
(Sunday) I went over to the horth gate as requested by Earl. About 3 half 
an hour of dark Earl and Sanford Fuller came with Forbes; Wilber J. Karl 
ordered me to stay at the gate; he said that they were going to Provo. I staid. 
at che gaté until Wilber J. Earl and Sanford Faller came back, which was about 
midnight. They said that they had got rid of Forbes; thet was about all they 
told me that night. About C week afterwards Wilber J. Earl told me that they 
had Killed Forbes down on Spring creek, about half-way to Provo; they.said 
they shot him; they said they had dug a hole near the creek and put him in. 
I don't know what became of Forbes property; I saw Forbes horee at Partial 
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sessed of Forbes’ horse. Both Earl and Fuller told me that they had shot 


Forbes I don't know where Earl or Fuller are, or either of them, at this 


time; I saw Earl on the 22d inst. at last at Salt Lake city. I went with him 
from Springville to Salt Lake city ; we parted in the city between the Temple 


black and the Deseret store, and I have not seen him since. I saw Fuller last 


(Signed) _ ABRAHAM DURFEE. 


Sworn and subscribed before me this . 1859. 
JOHN CRADLEBAUGH, 
Judge, cke. 


(See also Bartholomew's téstimony as to the death of Forbes) 


In the excellent work of John 
lowing accouat of the origin of the Danites: 

„When the citizens of Carroll and Davis counties, Missouri, began to threaten 
the Mormons with expulsion in 1838, a death society was organized under the 
direction of Sidney Rigdon, and with the sanction of Smith. Its first captain 
was Captain Fearnot, alias David Patton, an apostle. Its object was the pun- 
ishment of the obnoxious, Some time elapsed before finding a suitable name. 
They desired one that should seem to combine spiritual authority with a suit- 
able sound. Micah, iv, 13, furnished the firet mame, ‘Arise and thresh, O 
daughter of Zion; for I will make thy horn iron and thy hoofs brass; and 
thou shalt beat in pieces many people; and I will consecrate their gain unto, 
the Lord, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth.’ This fur- 
nished them with a pretext; it accurately described their intentions, and they 
called themselves the ‘Daughters of Zion.’ Some ridicule was made at these 


bearded and bloody ‘daughters,’ and the name did not sit easily. ‘Destroying 


Angels’ came next; the Big Fan’ of the thresher, that should thoroughly 
purge the floor, was tried and dropped. Gen. xlix, 17, furnished the name 
they finally assumed. The verse is quite significant: ‘Dan shall be a serpent 
by the way, an adder in the path that biteth the horse’s heels, so that his 
rider shall fall backward.’ The ‘Sons of Dan’ (or the Danites) was the style 
they adopted. Many have’been the times that they have been adders in the 
path, and many has fallen backward, and has been seen no more. 

“At Salt Lake, among themselves, they ferociously exult in these things 
rather seek to deny or extenuate them.“ 
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Affiant hes seen him most ever since —ʃñ—— 
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elit Leguer op- w il it! 
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di JOHN ORAPLEBAUGEH. 

MURDER OF 


Ide New York Daily Times of August 34, 1858, contains the bed or. 
pondence from Mr. Me Nell. 4 Gentile; who was imprisebed in Salt Lake 
by, d the winter of and and who afterwards brought suit against 


dered: 

from California last year, and went to board with s man named Terry, at 
Some time afterwards his revolvers were stolen from the house 
uring the day dern and his horse carried off from the feld. 177. told him 
they been carried off by Indians Ona Sunday evening, aubsequent 
tothe Terry started for the church, as he said, and the young * 
Went out with him Th. is the last time he wes ever been; and the next day 


in his belt. 


ben Jad? nor al 
Wali, ‘Affidavit of Abraham Durfee... ost jgodg 
Second Juilicial District, yeild Jed? aoa owt off 
Prove City, County. at wh? ad of wives taow 


Abraham Durfee; being daly sworn, says as follows: I have resided in 
Springville, Utah „V. T., for about eight years In the latter part of 
with bith to assist Him in killing Forbes I told him chat Icould not go. He 
watited some of the boys, He eaidit was orders to kill Forbes: did not say 
from whom the Orders came. He wanted me to come over to the north gate 
the evening that Forbes was to be killed; it was Saturday thet he was telling 
me about it, and Forbes was to be killed the next evening: The next evening 
(Sunday) I went over to the north gate as requested by Earl’ About 4 half 
an hour of dark Earl and Sanford Fuller came with Forbes; Wilber J. Earl 
ordered me to ctay at the gate; he said that they weregoing to Provo. L staid 
at the gats until Wilber J. Earl and Sanford Fuller came back, which was about 
midnight. They said that they had got rid of Forbes; that was about all they 
told me that night. About H week afterwards Wilber d. Earl told me that they 

had Killed Forbes down on Spring creek, about halt way to Provo; they.said 
they shot him; they said they had dug a hole near the creek and put him in. 
I don’t know what became of Forbes property; I saw Forbes horse at Partial 
Terry’s since and before Forbes death ; I don't —ͤ— 


* 
* 
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_ tessed of Forbes’ horse. Both Earl and Fuller told me that they had shot 
Forbes. I don’t know where Earl or Fuller are, or either of them, at this 
time; I saw Earl on the 22d inst. at last at Salt Lake city. I went with him 
from Springville to Salt Lake city; we parted in the city between the Temple 
black and the Deseret store, and I have not seen him since. I saw Fuller last 


(Signed) _ ABRAHAM DURFEE. 
Sworn and before me this 15 ny of April 186. 
JOHN CRADLEBAUGH, 
| Jude, de. 
(See also Bartholomew's testimony as to the death of Forbes.) 
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In the excellent work of John Hyde jr, upon Mormoniam, we find the fo 
lowing accouat of the origin of the Danites: 

“When the citizens of Carroll and Davis counties, Missouri, began to threaten 
the Mormons with expulsion in 1838, a death society was organized under the 
direction of Sidney Rigdon, and with the sanction of Smith. Its first captain 
was Captain Fearnot, alias David Patton, an apostle. Its object was the pun- 
ishment of the obnoxious. Some time elapsed before finding a suitable name. 
They desired one that should seem to combine spiritual authority with a suit- 
able sound. Micah, iv, 18, furnished the first name, ‘Arise and thresh, O 
daughter of Zion; for I will make thy horn iron and thy hoofs brass; and 
thou shalt beat in pieces many people; and I will consecrate their gain unto, 
the Lord, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth.’ This fur- 
nished them with a pretext; it accurately described their intentions, and they 
called themselves the ‘Daughters of Zion.’ Some ridicule was made at these 
bearded and bloody ‘daughters,’ and the name did not sit easily. ‘Destroying 
Angels’ came next; the ‘ Big Fan’ of the thresher, that should thoroughly 
purge the floor, was tried and dropped. Gen. Aix, 17, furnished the name 
they finally assumed. The verse is quite significant: ‘Dan shall be a serpent 
by the way, an adder in the path that biteth the horse’s heels, so that his 
rider shall fall backward.’ The ‘Sons of Dan’ (or the Danites) was the style 
they adopted. Many have been the times that they have been adders in the 
path, and many has fallen backward, and has been seen no more. 

“At Salt Lake, among themselves, they ferociously exult in these things 
rather seek to deny or extenuate them.“ 
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Afflant has seen him most ever since — 
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MURDER OF —— ũ rͤ 
_The New York Daily Times of August 34, 1858, contains the following cor- 
espondence from Mr. MeNeill, 4 Oeatile who was ‘imprisobed in Salt Lake 


the winter and ’58, and who afterwards brought suit against 


from iu last year, and went ‘to board with „ man named Terry, at 
„ Some time afterwards his revolvers were stolen from the house 

age the day time, and his horse carried off from the Held. ‘Terry told him 

had 1 carried off by Indians Ona Sunday evening, aubeequent 

E erry started for the ohuroh, as he said, and the 98 hie 


sons hich is the lest time he was ever seen ; and the next — 


horse about town, wiel pistol o 

wolf, Ca¥ {i Abraham bedlat 
Second Juilicial District, pelog a stow ted? coat ows of 


Abraham ‘Durfee; says as follows: 
r V. T., for about eight years In the latter part of 

1858, Wilber ett: came to me in Springville, and wanted me to go 
With ith 10 Him 4a killing Forbes. I told him that I bud not go. He 
wanted some of the boys He eaid it was orders to kill Forbes did not say 
from whom the orders came. He wanted me to come over to the north gate 
the evening that Forbes was to be killed; it was Saturday that he was telling 
me about it, and Forbes was to be killed the next évening: The next evening 
(Sunday) I went over to the north gate as requested by Hark’ About « half 
an hour of dark Earl and Sanford Fdller‘came with Forbes; Wilber J. Earl 
ordered me to stay at the gate; he said thet they were going to Provo. L staid 
at the gate until Wilber J. Earl and Sanford Faller came back, which was about 
midnight. They said that they had got rid of Forbes; that was about all they 
told me that night. About week afterwards Wilber J. Earl told me that they 
had Killed Forbes down on Spring creck, about half-way to Provo; they cad 
they shot him; they said they had dug a hole near the creek and put him in. 
I don’t know what became of Forbes property; I saw Forbes horse at Partial 
Terry's since and before Forbes’ death ; 1 don't 3 became poe 
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_ teased of Forbes’ horse, Both Earl and Fuller told me that they had shot 
Forbes. I don’t know where Earl or Fuller are, or either of them, at this 
time; I saw Earl on the 22d inst. at last at Salt Lake city. I went with him 
from Springville to Salt Lake city ; we parted in the city between the Temple 
black and the Deseret store, and I have not seen him since. I saw Fuller last 


(Signed) | | ABRAHAM DURFEE 
Sworn and subscribed before me this 1st dey of April, 1859. 
JOHN CRADLEBAUGH, 
Judge, Ge. 


(See also Bartholomew’s testimony as to the death of Forbes.) 


In the exellent work of John Hyde, jr., upon Mormonism, we find the fol- 
lowing accouat of the origin of the Danites: a ‘ 


“When the citizens of Carroll and Davis counties, Missouri, began to threaten 
the Mormons with expulsion in 1838, à death society was organized under the 
direction of Sidney Rigdon, and with the sanction of Smith. Its first captain 
was Captain Fearnot, alias David Patton, an apostle. Its object was the pun- 
ishment of the obnoxious, Some time elapsed before finding a suitable name. 
They desired one that should seem to combine spiritual authority with a suit- 
able sound. Micah, iv, 13, furnished the first name, ‘Arise and thresh, O 
daughter of Zion; for I will make thy horn iron and thy hoofs brass; and 
thou shalt beat in pieces many people; and I will consecrate their gain unto, 
the Lord, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth.’ This fur- 
nished them with a pretext; it accurately described their intentions, and they 
called themselves the ‘Daughters of Zion.’ Some ridicule was made at these 
bearded and bloody ‘daughters,’ and the name did not sit easily. ‘Destroying 
Angels’ came next; the Big Fan’ of the thresher, that should thoroughly 
purge the floor, was tried and dropped. Gen. xlix, 17, furnished the name 
they finally assumed. The verse is quite significant: ‘Dan shall be a serpent 
by the way, an adder in the path that biteth the horse’s heels, so that his 


rider shall fall backward.’ The ‘Sons of Dan’ (or the Danites) was the style 


they adopted. Many have been the times that they have been adders in the 


path, and many has fallen backward, and has been seen no more. | 
“At Salt Lake, among themselves, they ferociously exult in these things 


rather seek to deny or extenuate them.” 
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Affiant has seen him most ever since riding a horse —— 
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The New York Daily Times of August 34, 1858, contains the following cor- 
from * McNeill; 4 Gentila who was imprisohed in Salt Lake 
by, d N and 88, and who afterwards brought suit against 


| i last year, and went to board with © man mel Terry, at 
Some time afterwards his revolvers were stolen from the house 
during the day time, and his horse carried off from the feld. Terry told him 


th been carried off by Indiana On a Sunday evening, dibseqtent 
erry started for the chareh, oi pron 


parting» — bie, which is the lest time he wes ever ssen; ‘and the next — 

ing the stolen hore about town, 
tuew bed Jatt 

youl oad yitied cos Yo ows 
Second Juilicial District; „ Hog ded? abat ows odd ot 
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Abraham Durfee; being daly sworn, says as follows: I have resided in 
Springville, Utah county, 'U. T., for about eight years: In the Jatter! part of 
with ‘bith to assist him in Killing Forbes I told him chat Icéuld not g. He 
wanted some of the He said tt wee oridorp kill Forbes ; did not say 
from whom the orders He wanted me to come over to the north gate 
the evening that Forbes was to be killed; it was Saturday that he was telling 
rhe about it, and Forbes was to be killed the next evening The next evening 
(Sunday) I went over to the north gate as requested by Erl About 4 half 
an hour of dark Earl and ‘Sanford Feller ‘came with Forbes; Wilber J, Earl 
ordered me to stay at the gate ; he said that they weregoing to Provo. soll staid: 
at the gate until Wilber J. Earl and Sanford Faller came back, which was about 
midnight. They said that they had got rid of Forbes; that was about all they 
told me that night. About week afterwards Wilber d. Earl told me that they 
had killed Forbes down on Spring creck, about half-way to Provo; they.ssid 
they shot him; they said they had dug'a hole near the creek and put him in. 
1 don't What béoante of Forbes property caw hetes at Partial: 
Terry's since and before Forbes’ death ; „K 


é 7 
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sessed of Forbes’ horse. Both Earl and Fuller told me that they had shot 


Forbes I don’t know where Earl or Fuller are, or either of them, at this - 


time; I saw Earl on the 22d inst. at last at Salt Lake city. I went with him 
from Springville to Salt Lake city ; we parted in the city between the Temple 
black and the Deseret store, and I have not seen him since. I saw Fuller last 


(Signed) ABRAHAM DURFEE 

Sworn and subscribed before me this let day of April, 1866. 
Jonx CRADLEBAUGH, 
Judge, cke. 


(See also Bartholomew's téstimony as to the death of Forbes) 


1 


In the exoellent work of John Hyde, jr, upon Mormoniam, we find the fol 
lowing accouat of the origin of the Danites: 


“When the citizens of Carroll and Davis counties, Missouri, began to threaten 
the Mormons with expulsion in 1838, a death society was organized under the 
direction of Sidney Rigdon, and with the sanction of Smith. Its first captain 
was Oaptain Fearnot, alias David Patton, an apostle. Its object was the pun- 
ishment of the obnoxious. Some time elapsed before finding a suitable name. 
They desired one that should seem to combine spiritual authority with a suit- 
able sound. Micah, iv, 13, furnished the first mame, ‘Arise and thresh, O 
daughter of Zion; for I will make thy horn iron and thy hoofs brass; and 
thou shalt beat in pieces many people; and I will consecrate their gain unto, 
the Lord, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth.’ This fur- 
nished them with a pretext; it accurately described their intentions, and they 
called themselves the ‘Daughters of Zion.’ Some ridicule was made at these 
bearded and bloody ‘daughters,’ and the name did not sit easily. ‘Destroying 
Angels’ came next; the ‘ Big Fan’ of the thresher, that should thoroughly 
purge the floor, was tried and dropped. Gen. xlix, 17, furnished the name 
they finally assumed. The verse is quite significant: ‘Dan shall be a serpent 
by the way, an adder in the path that biteth the horse’s heels, so that his 
rider shall fall backward.’ The ‘Sons of Dan’ (or the Danites) was the style 
they adopted. Many have been the times that they have been adders in the 
path, and many has fallen backward, and has been seen no more. 


“At Salt Lake, among themselves, they ferociously exult in these things 


rather seek to deny or extenuate them.” 
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New York Daily Times of August 3d. 1858, contains the following bor- 
dence Mr. MeNeill, Gentil who was imprisehed in Salt Lake 

and and who afterwards brought against 


Tor iow 


from California lest year, and went ‘to board with & man named Terry, at 
tay ay time afterwards his revolvers were stolen from the house 
* the dey time, and his horse os ried off from the feld. Terry told him 
had been carried off by Indians On a Sunda ay evening, diibsequent 

* 9 started for the church, as he seid, and the young man 
ent out which is the lest time he was ever seen ; and the next next day 


erry was horee about town, with the pistol of deceased 
his belt.” yootl! bod tad? ay 
Second Judicial District, dec? nom owt off 
Provo City, Utah County. ai stool AM of tive Jaow 


Abraham ‘Durfee; being daly sworn, says as follows: 
Springville, Utah V. T. for about eight years: In the latter part of 
January, Wes ne Jae came to me in Springville, and wanted me to go 
with bith to assist him in killing Forbes I told him that I eu, not go. He 
watited some of the Wee oir Forbes ; did not say 
from whom the orders He wanted me to come over to the north gate 
the’ evening that Forbes was to be killed; it ves Saturday that he wes telling 
me about it, and Forbes was'to be killed the next/évening: The next evening 
(Sunday) I went over to the north gate as requested by Heri About « half 
an hour of dark Earl and Sanford Foller came with Forbes; Wilber J. Earl 
ordered me to stay at the gate ; he said that they were going to Provo. I staid 
at ne gate until Wilber J. Earl and Sanford Faller came back, which was about 
midnight: They said that they had got rid of Forbes; that was about all they 
told me that night. About weck afterwards Wilber J. Earl told mo that they 
had killed Forbes down on Spring creck, about halt way to Provo; they said 
they shot him; they said they had dug'a hole near the creek and put him in. 
I don't know what became of Forbes property; I saw Forbes horse at Partial 
Terry's sind’ aud before Forbes’ death ; 


1 
* 
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sessed of Forbes’ horse. Both Earl and Fuller told me that they had shot 


Forbes, I don’t know where Earl or Fuller are, or either of them, at this 


time; I saw Earl on the 22d inst. at last at Salt Lake city. I went with him 
from Springville to Salt Lake city ; we parted in the city between the Temple 
black and the Deseret store, and I have not seen him since. I saw Fuller last 


(Signed) | ABRAHAM DURFEE 
Sworn and subseribed before me this 3 1866. 
CRADLEBAUGH, 
Fudge, de. 


(See also Barthelomew's téstimony as to the death of Forbes) 


lowing sccouat of the origin of the Danites: ‘ 

. of Carroll and Davis counties, Missouri, began to threaten 
the Mormons with expulsion in 1838, a death society was organized under the 
direction of Sidney Rigdon, and with the sanction of Smith. Its first captain 
was Oaptain Fearnot, alias David Patton, an apostle. Its object was the pun- 
ishment of the obnoxious. Some time elapsed before finding a suitable name. 


They desired one that should seem to combine spiritual authority with a suit- — 


able sound. Micah, iv, 13, furnished the first mame, ‘Arise and thresh, O 
daughter of Zion; for I will make thy horn iron and thy hoofs brass; and 
thou shalt beat in pieces many people; and I will consecrate their gain unto, 
the Lord, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth.’ This fur- 


nished them with a pretext; it accurately described their intentions, and they 


called themselves the ‘Daughters of Zion.’ Some ridicule was made at these 
bearded and bloody ‘daughters,’ and the name did not sit easily. ‘Destroying 
Angels’ came next; the ‘ Big Fan’ of the thresher, that should thoroughly 
purge the floor, was tried and dropped. Gen. xlix, 17, furnished the name 
they finally assumed. The verse is quite significant: ‘Dan shall be a serpent 
by the way, an adder in the path that biteth the horse’s heels, so that his 
rider shall fall backward.’ The ‘Sons of Dan’ (or the Danites) was the style 
they adopted. Many have’been the times that they have been adders in the 
path, and many has fallen backward, and has been seen no more. 

“At Salt Lake, among themselves, they ferociously exult in these things 
rather seek to deny or extenuate them.“ 
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Affiant has seen him most ever since riding a horse that one of the men rode. 

me, thie Vth dey of M 1080.» 

avid doin ead JOHR: at 
of thé Bieprems Oourt, 


‘ 


MURDER OF ——— FORBES. 


The New York Daily Times of August $4, 1858, contains the following cor- 


penton from Mr. MeNeill, 4 Gentile) who waé imprisoned in Salt Lake 
— and and who afterwards brought stit against 
and was himeelf 


oi 


from a last year, and went to board with s man named Terry, at 


iene uring the day time, and his horse carried off from the field. Terry told him 
th 


had been carried off by Indians On Sunday evening, 


pain * started for the church, as he said, and ‘the 2 hig 

rent ou hich is the lest time he was ever ssen; and the next 
stolen horee about town, the pistol o of ¢ 

pots best Jat 


Han maga Yo ows 


0 District; .. nom ow od? of 
aN Provo City, Utah County. Mii ai eto 4 of 


Abraham ‘Durfee; I have resided in 
spring vile, Utah V. T., for about eight years In the latter part of 
Jauuary, 1858, Wilber . Harl, came to me in Springville, and wanted me to go 
with bim to assist him in killing Forbes I told him chat I:could not go. He 
orders to kill: Forbes; did not say 
from whom the He wanted me to come over to the north gate 
the evening that Forbes was to be killed; it wae Saturday that he was telling 
me about it, and Forbes ws to be killed the next'évening! The next evening 
(Sunday) I went over to'the north gate’ss requested by Karl) About 8 half 
an hour of dark Earl and Sanford Fuller came with Forbes; Wilber J, Earl 
ordered me to stay at the gate; he said thet they weregoing to Provo. I staid 
at the gaté inti Wilber J. Earl and Sanford Faller came back, which was about 
midnight. They said that they had got rid of Forbes; that was about all they 
told me that night. About H weck afterwards Wilber J. Earl told me that they 
had Killed Forbes down on Spring creek, about half-way to Provo; they ssid 
they shot him; they ssid they had dug'a hole gear the creck and put him in. 
I don’t know what became of Forbes property; I sew Forbes horse at Partial 
Terry's eines and before Forbes’ death 


* time afterwards his revolvers were stolen from the house . 
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sessed of Forbes’ horse, Both Earl and Fuller told me that they had hot 


Forbes I don’t know where Earl or Fuller are, or either of them, at this 


time; I saw Earl on the 22d inst. at last at Salt Lake city. I went with him 
from Springville to Selt Lake city ; ‘we parted in the city between the Temple 
black and the Deseret store, and I have not seen him since. I saw Fuller last 


(Signed) | ABRAHAM DURFEE. 
Sworn and subscribed before me this Ist day of April, 1859. : 
JOHN CRADLEBAUGH, 
Judge, de. 


(See also Bartholomew’s testimony as to the death of Forbes.) 
HISTORY OF THE DANITE ORGANIZATION, 


In the excellent work of John we the 
lowing sccouat of the origin of the Danites: 0 é 

“When the citizens of Carroll and Davis counties, Missouri, began to threaten 
the Mormons with expulsion in 1838, a death society was organized under the 
direction of Sidney Rigdon, and with the sanction of Smith. Its first captain 
an apostle. Its object was the pun- 
ishment of the obnoxious, Some time elapsed before finding a suitable name. 
They desired one that should seem to combine spiritual authority with a suit- 
able sound. Micah, iv, 13, furnished the first name, ‘Arise and thresh, O 
daughter of Zion; for I will make thy horn iron and thy hoofs brass; and 


thou shalt beat in pieces many people; and I will consecrate their gain unto, — 


the Lord, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth.’ This fur- 


nished them with a pretext; it accurately described their intentions, and they 


called themselves the ‘Daughters of Zion.’ Some ridicule was made at these 


bearded and bloody ‘daughters,’ and the name did not sit easily. ‘Destroying 


Angels’ came next; the Big Fan’ of the thresher, that should thoroughly 
purge the floor, was tried and dropped. Gen. Xlix, 17, furnished the name 
they finally assumed. The verse is quite significant: ‘Dan shall be a serpent 
by the way, an adder in the path that biteth the horse’s heels, so that bis 
rider shall fall backward.’ The ‘Sons of Dan’ (or the Danites) was the style 
they adopted. Many have been the times that they have been adders in the 
path, and many has fallen backward, and has been seen no more. 

“At Salt Lake, among themselves, they ferociously exult in these things 
rather seek to deny or extenuate them.” 
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Affiant has seen him most ever since riding a horse mee — 


signed before this Both day of May, A Dy 1666. 
MURDER OF —— FORBES. 


The New York Daily Times of August 34, 1858, contains thé Aeg woe 
from Mr. McNeill, 4 Gentile who was imprisohed in Salt Lake 
Bc — * of 57 and 58, and who afterwards brought suit against 


imptlsonment, 


came here 

tom ii a last year, and went to board-with e man named Terry, at 
fe, Some time afterwards his revolvers were stolen from the house 

uring the dey time, and his horse carried « off from the field. Terry told him 
ot had 2 carried off by Indians Ona Sunday evening, siibsequent 
hy fa erry started for the church, as he said, and ‘the youtlg man 
which is the last time he was ever seen ; and the next day 


ng the stolen 


oad boa pa! id Yo ows 


Springville, Utah county, U. T., for about eight years In the latter part of 
January, thd tage 
with him to assist Him in killing Forbes I told him that I bould not go. He 
wanted some of the He said it was orders to R Forbes did not say 
from whom the orders came. He wanted me to come over to the north gate 
thé! evening that Forbes us to be killed; it woes Saturday that he wos telling 
me about it, and Forbes was to be killed the next! évening! The next evening 
(Sunday) I went over to the north gate as requested by Bark! About 4 half 
an hour of dark Earl and Sanford Fuller came with Forbes; Wilber J. Earl 
ordered me to stay at the gate ; he said thet they were going to Provo. A staid 
att the gate intif Wilber J. Earl and Sanford Poller come back, which wes about 
midnight. They said that they had got rid of Forbes; that was about all they 
told me that night. About weck afterwards Wilber J. Earl told me that they 
had Killed Forbes down on Spring creek, about half-way to Provo; they id 
they shot him; they said they had dug'a hole near the creek and put him in. 
I don’t know what became of Forbes property; I saw Forbes horse at Partial 

s since and before Forbes’ death ; I don't kuow how Terry became poe 
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_ essed of Forbes’ horse, Both Earl and Fuller told me that they had shot 
Forbes. I don’t know where Earl or Fuller are, or either of them, at this 


time; I saw Earl on the 22d inst. at last at Salt Lake city. I went with him 
from Springville to Salt Lake city ; we parted in the city between the Temple 
black and the Deseret store, and I have not seen him since. I saw Fuller last 


(Signed) ABRAHAM DURFEE 
Sworn and subseribed before me this let day of April, 1859. 
JOHN CRADLEBAUGH, 
Judge, de. 


(See also Bartholomew’s testimony as to the death of Forbes.) 


In the excellent work of John we 
lowing accouat of the origin of the Danites: . ‘ 


“When the citizens of Carroll and Davis counties, Missouri, began to threaten 
the Mormons with expulsion in 1838, à death society was organized under the 
direction of Sidney Rigdon, and with the sanction of Smith. Its first captain 
was Oaptain Fearnot, alias David Patton, an apostle. Its object was the pun- 
ishment of the obnoxious. Some time elapsed before finding a suitable name. 
They desired oné that should seem to combine spiritual authority with a suit- 
able sound. Micah, iv, 18, furnished the first name, ‘Arise and thresh, O 
daughter of Zion; for I will make thy horn iron and thy hoofs brass; and 
thou shalt beat in pieces many people; and I will consecrate their gain unto, 
the Lord, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth.’ This fur- 
nished them with a pretext; it accurately described their intentions, and they 
called themselves the ‘Daughters of Zion.’ Some ridicule was made at these 


bearded and bloody ‘daughters,’ and the name did not sit easily. ‘Destroying 


Angels’ came next; the Big Fan’ of the thresher, that should thoroughly 
purge the floor, was tried and dropped. Gen. xlix, 17, furnished the name 
they finally assumed. The verse is quite significant: ‘Dan shall be a serpent 
by the way, an adder in the path that biteth the horse’s heels, so that bis 
rider shall fall backward.’ The ‘Sons of Dan’ (or the Danites) was the style 
they adopted. Many have been the times that they have been adders in the 
path, and many has fallen backward, and has been seen no more. 

“At Salt Lake, among themselves, they ferociously exult in these things 
rather seek to deny or extenuate them.” 
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Affiant has seen him most ever since riding a horse — yee rode. 

Mr. and farther Tr 
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this both day of D. 1666 
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MURDER OF ——— FORBES. 


New York Daily Times of August 34, 1858, contains the Adee tee 
ondenee from Mr. McNeill; 4 Gentile; who was imprisoned in Salt Lake 
„darin the winter of ’57 and’58, and who afterwards brought suit against 

fot false Impthonment, and himeetf 


(Forbes) whose name MeNeill came here 
in 83 last. year, and went to board with man named Terry, at 
ogville, Some time afterwards his revolvers were 995 en from 1 hose 

had been carried off by Indiang On a Sunday evening, diibsequent 
tothe ny Brag erry started for the church, as he said, and the youtlg man 
be which is the lest time he was ever een; at 


tuew bed jad 


lid witied Yo ows 


wolli qu ards Affidavit of Abraham Durfee.. tol Joche 
ial 


Judicial yodd Jed? aout ows off 
Abraham ‘Durfee; being daly sworn, says as follows: I have resided in 
Springville, Utah U. T., for about eight years In the latter part of 
January, ů — toes 
with bim to assist him in killing Forbes. I told him chat I bod not ge. He 
witiited sos of the boys, He wae orders te Forbes did not 
from whom the Orders came. He wanted me to come over to the north gate 
the evening that Forbes was to be killed; it wae Saturday that he was telling 
me about it, and Forbes was to be killed the next évening!: The next evening 
(Sunday) I went over to the north gate as requested by Earl’ About 4 half 
an hour of dark Earl and Sanford Fuller came with Forbes; Wilber J, Earl 
ordered me to stay at the gate; he said thet they weregoing to Provo. I staid 
at the gate until Wilber J. Earl and Sanford Faller came beck, which was about 
midnight. They said that they had got rid of Forbes; that was about all they 
told me that night. About week afterwards Wilber J. Earl told me that they 
had Killed Forbes down on Spring creck, about half-way to Provo; they gad 
they shot him; they said they had dug 'n hole near the creek and put him in. 
I don't know what became of Forbes property; I saw Forbes horse at Partial 

s since and before Forbes’ death ; 1 dont kuow how Terry became hoe 
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sessed of Forbes’ horse. Both Earl and Fuller told me that they had shot 
Forbes I don’t know where Earl or Fuller are, or either of them, at this 
time; I saw Earl on the 22d inst. at last at Salt Lake city. I went with him 
from Springville to Salt Lake city ; we parted in the city between the Temple 
black and the Deseret store, and I have not seen him since. I saw Fuller last 
in Springville, two weeks ago last Saturday in the evening. | 


(Signed) _ ABRAHAM DURFEE, 

CRADLEBAUGEH, 
Judge, de. 


(See also Bartholomew’s testimony as to the death of Forbes.) 


In the excellent work of John 
lowing sccouat of the origin of the Danites: “ ‘ 

“When the citizens of Carroll and Davis counties, Missouri, began to threaten 
the Mormons with expulsion in 1838, a death society was organized under the 
direction of Sidney Rigdon, and with the sanction of Smith. Its first captain 
was Oaptain Fearnot, alias David Patton, an apostle. Its object was the pun- 
ishment of the obnoxious, Some time elapsed before finding a suitable name. 
They desired one that should seem to combine spiritual authority with a suit- 
able sound. Micah, iv, 13, furnished the first name, ‘Arise and thresh, O 
daughter of Zion; for I will make thy horn iron and thy hoofs brass; and 
thou shalt beat in pieces many people; and I will consecrate their gain unto, 
the Lord, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth.’ This fur- 
nished them with a pretext; it accurately described their intentions, and they 
called themselves the ‘Daughters of Zion.’ Some ridicule was made at these 
bearded and bloody ‘daughters,’ and the name did not sit easily. ‘Destroying 
Angels’ came next; the ‘ Big Fan’ of the thresher, that should thoroughly 
purge the floor, was tried and dropped. Gen. xlix, 17, furnished the name 
they finally assumed. The verse is quite significant: ‘Dan shall be a serpent 
by the way, an adder in the path that biteth the horse’s heels, so that bis 
rider shall fall backward.’ The ‘Sons of Dan’ (or the Danites) was the style 
they adopted. Many have been the times that they have been adders in the 
path, and many has fallen backward, and has been seen no more. 

“At Salt Lake, among themselves, they ferociously exult in these things 
rather seek to deny or extenuate them.” 
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